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QUESTIONS  OF  THE  HOUR. 


THE  KINGDOM  OF  HEAVEN. 

Rev.  R.  C.  Wylie , JD.D.,  Wilkinsburg,  Pa. 

“ As  ye  go,  preach,  saying,  the  kingdom 
of  heaven  is  at  hand.”  Mat.  10:7. 

At  no  period  since  the  days  of  Christ  and 
His  apostles  has  there  been  so  much  discus- 
sion of  the  kingdom  of  heaven  as  there  is 
at  the  present  time.  It  has  become  the 
central  and  ruling  thought  in  systems  of 
theology ; the  theme  of  courses  of  lectures 
to  the  divinity  students;  the  subject  of 
discourse  by  reformers  and  evangelistic 
preachers  ; and  the  goal,  the  hope  and  the 
inspiration  of  the  church  militant  in  its 
warfare  against  the  kingdom  of  Satan. 

In  the  Scriptures  this  topic  occupies  a 
prominent  place.  The  kingdom  of  heaven 
was  typified  by  the  Hebrew  Theocracy ; it 
was  the  theme  on  which  prophets  most 
frequently  discoursed ; it  was  the  desire  of 
Israel ; it  was  heralded  by  John  the  Bap- 
tist ; its  advent,  princqffes  and  aims  were 
proclaimed  by  our  Lord  and  His  apostles. 

This  kingdom  is  set  forth  in  Scripture 
under  a great  variety  of  titles.  It  is  called 
“ The  kingdom  of  heaven,”  “ The  kingdom 
of  God,”  The  kingdom  of  Christ,”  “ The 
kingdom.”  Whatever  shades  of  difference 
may  be  discovered  in  the  significance  of 
these  terms  they  all  refer  to  one  and  the 
same  kingdom. 

Every  variety  of  literary  form  and  style 
are  employed  by  inspired  writers  to  describe 
this  kingdom  in  its  various  aspects.  In  so 


far  as  Israel  was  a righteous  nation  and  ful- 
filled the  purpose  of  God,  it  was  a type  of  the 
divine  kingdom.  It  is  contrasted  with  the 
kingdoms  of  the  world  as  being  a kingdom 
of  righteousness  and  peace.  Our  Lord’s 
sermon  on  the  mount  was  His  manifesto  as 
the  King  of  this  kingdom.  The  most  of 
His  parables  were  spoken  to  illustrate  its 
principal  features  and  characteristics.  The 
Apocalypse  presents  it  in  conflict  with, 
and  as  victorious  over,  the  kingdom  of 
Satan. 

Various  attempts  to  define  this  kingdom 
have  been  made.  It  has  been  regai’ded  as 
identical  with  the  Church.  It  has  been 
spoken  of  as  a synonym  of  the  millennium. 
It  has  been  defined  as  the  reign  of  God  in 
the  individual  heart  and  life.  It  is  declared 
to  be  the  restoration  of  God’s  authority 
over  His  fallen  and  rebellious  creatures  on 
earth.  These  are  only  a few  of  the  many 
efforts  made  to  define  this  kingdom.  What- 
ever truth  may  be  embodied  in  these  defi- 
nitions, none  of  them,  nor  all  of  them  com- 
bined, can  be  regarded  as  containing  all 
the  essentials  to  a complete  and  satisfactory 
definition. 

Probably  a series  of  propositions  con- 
cerning this  kingdom,  based  upon  Scripture, 
will  serve  a better  purpose  than  any  formal 
definition  that  human  wisdom  is  able  to 
frame. 

1.  The  term  “kingdom  of  heaven”  em- 
bodies the  gospel  truths  which  Christ’s 
ambassadors  are  to  preach.  This  is  cer- 
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tainlj  implied  in  our  Lord’s  command  to 
the  twelve  to  preach,  saying  “ the  kingdom 
of  heaven  is  at  hand.”  Luke  informs  us 
that  “ He  sent  them  to  preach  the  kingdom 
of  God.”  The  gospel  narrative  tells  us 
that  our  Lord’s  discourses  were  about  this 
kingdom.  His  constant  aim  was  to  unfold 
the  truths  contained  in  this  expression. 
This  is  true  not  only  of  His  discourses  be- 
fore His  death,  but  after  His  resurrection 
also,  when  He  met  with  His  disciples  He 
spoke  of  “ the  things  pertaining  to  the 
kingdom  of  God.”  When  He  gave  the 
“ great  commission,”  under  which  all  Chris- 
tian work  is  done,  He  said,  “All  power  is 
given  unto  Me  in  heaven  and  in  earth.  Go 
ye  therefore  and  teach  all  nations.”  They 
were  to  go  as  the  ambassadors  of  Christ  as 
having  all  kingly  authority,  and  they  were 
to  preach  His  kingdom.  When  the  disci- 
ples were  scattered  by  persecution  “ they 
went  everywhere  preaching  the  word,”  and 
that  word  was  the  embodiment  of  “the 
things  concerning  the  kingdom  of  God.” 
Acts  8:4,  12.  Of  Paul’s  preaching  it  is 
said  that  “he  expounded  and  testified  the 
kingdom  of  God.”  Acts  28:23.  With  these 
and  many  other  similar  Scripture  state- 
ments before  the  mind,  it  is  difficult  to  see 
how  any  one  can  declare  it  impossible  to 
make  the  kingdom  of  God  “ the  head- 
notion  in  theology,”  and  to  declare  that  it 
is  not  as  presented  in  the  New  Testament. 
There  is  no  theological  truth  that  does  not 
fall  easily  and  naturally  under  this  head,  if 
it  is  taken  as  presented  in  Scripture.  To 
the  theologian  and  the  preacher  such  a 
generalization  of  divine  truth  will  give  a 
unity  and  a system  that  are  now  often 
sadly  lacking.  Such  a conception,  more- 
over, will  do  much  to  determine  what  may 
and  what  may  not  be  introduced  into  the 
pulpit.  Ministers  are  often  told  that  it  is 
their  mission  to  preach  the  “simple  gospel,” 
and  that  all  questions  relating  to  social, 
commercial,  and  especially  political  life  are, 


therefore,  to  be  excluded.  But  the  powers 
and  rights  of  the  pulpit  are  not  to  be  de- 
fined and  limited  by  men  who  demand  a 
“simple  gospel,”  but  by  Him  who  gave 
the  commission  to  preach  “ the  gospel  of 
the  kingdom,”  “the  glorious  gospel  of  the 
blessed  God.”  This  conception  of  the 
gospel  calls  for  the  discussion  of  gospel 
truth  in  its  application  to  individuals  and 
to  society  in  all  its  departments.  All  that 
is  in  conflict  with  this  kingdom,  in  individ- 
ual, family,  ecclesiastical,  social,  commer- 
cial or  political  life,  must  be  opposed  by 
the  faithful  ambassador  of  Christ.  It  also 
excludes  a great  deal  of  the  popular  preach- 
ing of  the  day  as  trivial  or  irrelevant.  The 
pulpit  has  lost  much  of  its  power  because 
it  is  not  keyed  up  to  the  Bible  idea.  The 
“ simple  gospel  ” has  been  substituted  for 
the  “ glorious  gospel  ” ; the  gospel  for  the 
salvation  of  individuals  merely  has  been 
substituted  for  the  gospel  of  the  kingdom ; 
and  as  a result  the  message  often  dwindles 
down  to  nothing  but  a literary  essay  on 
some  theme  of  no  practical  moment.  The 
power  of  the  pulpit  will  be  regained  when 
the  minister  speaks  as  the  God-ordained 
ambassador  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  and 
when  his  message  is  a message  from  the 
King  to  his  subjects  on  earth,  which  they 
are  to  regard  as  the  very  word  of  God  to 
be  obeyed,  and  not  as  the  counsel  or  advice 
of  a man  which  may  safely  be  rejected. 

2.  The  expression  “ kingdom  of  heaven  ” 
sets  forth  the  purpose  of  God  with  respect 
to  this  world.  Sometimes  writers  speak  as 
though  God  has  a number  of  kingdoms, 
such  as  His  kingdom  of  power,  His  king- 
dom of  gi’ace,  His  kingdom  of  providence, 
His  spiritual  kingdom.  But  the  Scriptures 
speak  not  of  God’s  kingdoms,  but  of  His 
kingdom.  This  kingdom  includes  the  uni- 
verse with  its  created  contents.  “His 
kingdom  ruleth  over  all,”  in  accordance 
with  the  laws  and  purpose  of  their  exist- 
ence. But  into  this  dominion  rebellion 
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entered  when  the  angels  fell.  Satan,  the 
leader  of  this  rebellion,  erected  his  throne 
on  the  earth,  claiming  it  as  his  own,  and 
drew  after  him  the  entire  race  of  men.  To 
suppress  this  opposition  to  divine  authority 
and  law  is  the  purpose  of  God  in  the  plan 
of  redemption.  God’s  throne  could  have 
been  established  in  righteousness  by  the 
exercise  of  His  almighty  power,  in  crushing 
all  opposition,  and  in  binding  and  imprison- 
ing His  angelic  and  human  foes.  But  the 
divine  plan  is  characterized  by  mercy  and 
love  as  well  as  by  justice  and  power.  The 
angels  that  kept  not  their  first  estate  are 
reserved  under  chains  and  darkness  unto 
the  judgment  of  the  great  day.  Redemp- 
tion is  provided,  however,  for  fallen  men. 
A narrow  and  unscriptural  view  of  redemp- 
tion regards  it  as  designed  only  for  a 
selected  few,  while  this  planet  with  the  great 
mass  of  its  inhabitants  remain  in  their  re- 
bellious state  with  Satan  still  on  the  throne 
as  king.  According  to  the  Scriptures,  after 
rebellion  began  God  introduced  the  media- 
torial scheme  for  the  government  of  the  en- 
tire universe.  Jesus  Christ  is  on  the  media- 
torial throne  ruling  God’s  entire  kingdom, 
not  only  by  virtue  of  the  appointment  re- 
ceived from  the  Father,  but  by  virtue  of 
His  having,  by  His  death,  fulfilled  the 
conditions  of  His  exaltation  to  the 
throne.  He  uses  the  resources  of  this 
universal  kingdom,  spiritual  and  material, 
angelic  and  human,  for  the  suppression  of 
this  rebellion.  His  purpose  is  not  merely 
to  save  individuals  from  sin,  but  to  make 
an  end  of  sin  and  rebellion.  Satan  is  to 
be  dethroned,  bound  and  imprisoned  ; his 
kingdom  destroyed,  and  human  society 
throughout  the  world  restored  to  its  lost 
position  in  the  divine  kingdom.  The  pro- 
phetic announcement  of  the  kingdom  of 
Christ  declares  that  all  people,  nations 
and  languages  shall  serve  Him.  Dan.  7:  14, 
27.  When  its  establishment  is  completed, 
voices  in  heaven  declare  the  kingdoms  of 


the  world  to  have  become  the  kingdom  of 
our  Lord  and  of  His  Christ. 

This  conception  of  the  divine  purpose 
concerning  the  kingdom  of  heaven  com- 
mends itself  to  the  most  Scriptural  among 
the  Christians  of  our  day.  “ The  cross  of 
Christ  is  new  in  every  age,  and  has 
changed  the  face  of  the  world,  and  has 
been  the  spring  of  civilization  and  of  an 
untiring  progress.  The  nations  among 
which  it  is  acknowledged  form  the  head 
of  humanity,  although  it  has  hitherto  as- 
serted its  influence  over  them  very  partially. 
We  cannot  doubt  that  it  is  capable  of  far 
greater  results  in  the  future  than  that  we 
can  trace  in  the  past ; for  we  are  now  only 
beginning  to  recognize  it  as  a social  and 
political  force  which  is  able  to  do  for  com- 
monwealths and  great  societies  of  men 
that  which  it  has  done  for  individuals,  to 
uplift  fallen  nations,  to  breathe  hope  into 
the  weaker  classes  of  mankind,  to  give  a 
human  heart  to  systems  of  commerce  and 
science  and  art  which  have  seemed  non- 
moral  before,  to  abolish  war,  to  blend  the 
whole  world  into  one.”  (The  World  as  the 
Subject  of  Redemption,  Fremantle,  p.  37.) 

“Jesus’  idea  is  a social  one;  His  aim  is 
not  merely  to  elevate  and  sanctify  indi- 
viduals, but  to  unite  them  into  a com- 
munity, to  renovate  society  and,  indeed, 
ultimately  humanity  itself.”  (The  King- 
dom of  God,  Prof.  Candlish,  p.  199.) 

“ The  Christianization  of  society  is,  there- 
fore, a part,  and  a large  part,  of  the  calling 
of  the  disciples  and  servants  of  Jesus 
Christ.  The  kingdoms  of  this  world  are 
to  become  the  kingdom  of  our  Lord  and 
of  His  Christ;  and  the  phrase  includes  not 
merely  the  kingdom  of  Siam,  and  the 
kingdom  of  Madagascar,  and  the  kingdom 
of  Dahomey,  but  the  kingdom  of  commerce, 
and  the  kingdom  of  industry,  and  the 
kingdom  of  fashion,  and  the  kingdom  of 
learning,  and  the  kingdom  of  amusement ; 
every  great  department  of  society  is  to  be 
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pervaded  by  the  Christian  spirit  and 
governed  by  Christian  law.”  (Tools  and 
the  Man,  Gladden,  p.  6.)  “ The  Christian 

view  affirms  that  the  historical  aim  of 
Christ’s  work  was  the  founding  of  a king- 
dom of  God  on  earth,  which  includes  not 
only  the  spiritual  salvation  of  individuals, 
but  a new  order  of  society,  the  result  of 
the  action  of  the  spiritual  forces  set  in 
motion  through  Christ.”  (The  Christian 
Yiew  of  the  World,  Prof.  Orr,  p.  34.) 
“ Were  one  to  come  to  the  words  of  Jesus 
unbiased  by  traditional  interpretations, 
the  impression  would  be  inevitable  that  the 
goal  of  His  efforts  was  the  establishment  of 
an  ideal  society  quite  as  much  as  the  pro- 
duction of  an  ideal  individual.”  “ In  the 
thought  of  Jesus  it  is  a kingdom,  not  a 
congeries  of  kingdoms  as  numei-ous  as 
there  are  God  fearing  men.”  “ By  the 
kingdom  of  God,  Jesus  meant  an  ideal 
(though  progressively  approximated)  social 
order , in  which  the  relation  of  men  to  God 
is  that  of  sons,  and  (therefore)  to  each 
other,  that  of  brothers."  (The  Social 
Teaching  of  Jesus,  Prof.  Shailer  Mathews, 
pps.  40,  46,  47,  54.)  Quotations  of  this 
character  might  be  given  indefinitely, 
showing  that  the  trend  of  thought  among 
Christians  is  now  toward  a Christianized 
society.  This  was  surely  the  purpose  of 
God. 

3.  The  term  “ kingdom  of  heaven  ” ex- 
presses Christ’s  right  to  rule  the  world. 

The  devil  claims  the  world,  its  king- 
doms and  all  their  glory  as  his.  The  ac- 
tual condition  of  the  world  as  to  sin  and 
misery,  the  frequent  statements  of  Scrip- 
ture as  to  the  relation  of  Satan  to  the 
world,  and  the  fact  that  our  Lord  did  not 
dispute  the  Satanic  claim  made  to  the 
world’s  dominion,  furnish  strong  proof 
that  the  world  is  largely  under  the  devil’s 
control.  There  are  two  errors  with  re- 
gard to  Satan’s  kingdom  that  need  to  be 
corrected.  The  first  relates  to  his  right  or 


title  to  his  dominion.  That  he  is  a usurper 
will  generally  be  conceded.  But  there  is  a 
notion  prevalent  among  Christians  that 
dominion  in  the  world  has  been  conceded 
by  God  to  the  devil  for  a fixed  period  of 
time,  and  that  during  this  period  he  is  not 
to  be  disturbed  in  his  exercise  of  authority 
over  the  nations,  and  that  all  that  Chris- 
tians may  do  is  to  save  individual  souls. 
The  second  error  is  that  the  existence  of 
this  dominion  of  the  devil  proves  the  non- 
existence of  the  kingdom  of  Christ  at  the 
present  time. 

As  to  the  first  of  these  errors,  it  should 
be  constantly  proclaimed  that  the  king- 
dom is  the  Lord’s ; that  no  division  of  it 
either  as  to  territory  or  time  has  been 
made  ; no  concession  to  the  devil  has  been 
granted.  The  gospel  of  the  kingdom  of 
Christ,  demanding  the  immediate  submis- 
sion of  all  nations  to  Christ,  is  the  gospel 
of  the  Bible. 

As  to  the  second  of  these  errors,  the 
Scriptures  constantly  teach  that  Christ 
rules,  setting  limits  to,  and  overruling  all 
sin.  If  the  existence  of  abounding  in- 
iquity proves  Christ  not  to  be  on  the 
throne  now,  it  will  also  prove  that  God  the 
Father  is  not  on  the  throne.  And  if  the 
continuance  of  sin  proves  such  a doctrine, 
the  beginning  of  sin  among  angels  and 
men  proves  that  He  was  not  on  the  tin-one 
when  sin  began. 

The  preaching  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven 
implies  the  enthronement  of  Him  who 
alone  has  the  right  to  reign. 

4.  The  term  “ kingdom  of  heaven  ” em- 
bodies the  principles  on  which  the  govern- 
ment of  the  kingdom  is  administered. 

Human  governments  are  characterized 
often  by  injustice,  oppression  and  cruelty. 
They  are  administered  to  favor  the  classes 
and  not  for  the  good  of  the  masses.  In 
some  nations  an  aristocracy  of  blood  con- 
stitutes the  favored  class;  in  others,  an 
aristocracy  of  money.  Too  often  these 
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classes  control  both  the  enactment  and  en- 
forcement of  law  to  the  injury  of  the  body 
of  the  people.  The  expression  “ kingdom 
of  heaven  ” suggests  a contrast  to  the  un- 
righteous character  of  the  kingdoms  of  the 
world.  When  this  kingdom  comes  in  all 
the  world,  God’s  will  shall  then  be  done  in 
earth  as  it  is  in  heaven.  Justice  and  judg- 
ment will  characterize  the  reign  of  Christ, 
and  righteousness  will  characterize  the 
people.  “ He  shall  judge  thy  people  with 
righteousness,  and  thy  poor  with  judgment. 
The  mountains  shall  bring  peace  to  the 
people,  and  the  little  hills,  by  righteous- 
ness. He  shall  judge  the  poor  of  the 
people,  He  shall  save  the  children  of  the 
needy,  and  shall  break  in  pieces  the  oppress- 
or.” Ps.  72:2-4.  The  term  “kingdom  of 
heaven  ” denotes  that  heavenly  principles 
are  to  be  introduced  into  the  management 
of  the  affairs  of  the  earth. 

5.  This  term  expresses  the  goal  and  aim 
of  all  Christian  effort. 

Christ’s  disciples  are  in  the  world  chiefly 
for  the  purpose  of  representing  His  cause, 
and  of  laboring  to  establish  His  kingdom. 
In  all  their  labor  for  the  salvation  of  souls 
and  for  the  reformation  of  society,  the  ex- 
tension of  the  kingdom  of  heaven  on  earth 
is  the  great  object.  This  kingdom,  it  is 
sometimes  said,  does  not  yet  exist,  and 
will  not  until  Christ  comes  visibly  to  in- 
augurate the  millennium.  But  that  it  is 
now  here  the  following  Scriptures  prove : 
“ From  the  days  of  John  the  Baptist  until 


now  the  kingdom  of  heaven  suffereth 
violence  and  the  violent  take  it  by  force.” 
Matt.  11:12.  “ The  law  and  prophets  were 
until  John ; since  that  time  the  kingdom 
of  God  is  preached,  and  every  man  presseth 
into  it.”  Luke  16:16.  “The  publicans 
and  the  harlots  go  into  the  kingdom  of 
God  before  you.”  Matt.  21:31.  “Giving 
thanks  unto  the  Father  . . . who  hath 

delivered  us  from  the  power  of  darkness, 
and  hath  translated  us  into  the  kingdom 
of  his  dear  Son.”  Col.  1:12-13.  These  and 
many  similar  texts  show  that  the  kingdom 
is  already  here,  that  multitudes  have  en- 
tered it,  and  that  it  is  making  progress 
against  the  kingdom  of  Satan.  Christian 
people  are  to  labor  for  its  extension  by  the 
salvation  of  souls,  by  the  reformation  of 
society,  by  the  Christianizing  of  the  State. 
This  work  is  to  go  on  till  the  gospel  is 
preached  to  all,  and  till,  by  the  power  of 
the  truth,  by  the  judgments  of  God  upon 
the  unpenitent,  by  the  influence  of  the 
Spirit,  all  peoples,  nations  and  languages 
submit  to  the  reign  of  Christ.  As  a result, 
the  secular  theory  of  government,  with  its 
Sabbath-breaking,  licensed  liquor  traffic, 
unscriptural  divorce,  and  numberless  other 
evils,  will  give  way  to  the  Christian  theory. 
The  kingdom  of  heaven  is  the  restoration 
of  the  reign  of  God  in  the  hearts  and  lives 
of  individuals  and  in  human  society, 
through  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who  died 
for  this  purpose  and  rose  again,  and  is  now 
enthroned  in  the  heavens  as  Lord  of  all. 


The  earth  is  our  workhouse;  but  heaven  is  our  storehouse.  This  is  a place 
to  run  in,  and  that  is  a place  to  rest  in.” 

“ All  God’s  providences  are  but  His  touch  of  the  strings  of  the  great  instrument  of 
the  world.” 

“ Grace  makes  a good  heart  memory,  even  where  there  is  a bad  head  memory.” 

“ Posthumous  charities  are  the  very  essence  of  selfishness  when  bequeathed  by 
those  who,  when  alive,  would  part  with  nothing.” 

“ Walden,  a merchant  of  Lyons,  seeing  one  drop  down  dead  in  the  streets,  went 
home  and  repented,  changed  his  life,  and  became  a preacher,  and  was  the  father  and 
the  founder  of  the  people  called  the  Waldenses.  ’Tis  good  to  take  warning  by 
others’  harms,  and,  by  the  sight  of  their  death,  to  look  after  our  own  life.” 
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ABROAD. 

Latakia,  Syria. — In  a letter  from  Rev. 
Jas.  S.  Stewart,  dated  March  18,  he  wrote 
that  he  expected  to  leave  with  his  family 
for  Port  Said  on  Saturday,  the  26th  inst., 
to  sail  thence  by  the  North  German  Lloyd 
line,  via  Genoa,  to  New  York.  Anxious  to 
see  his  mother,  who  has  been  suffering 
from  a paralytic  stroke  for  some  weeks,  he 
has  left  a month  earlier  than  he  originally 
intended,  and  should  reach  America  early 
in  May. 

Suadia,  Syria. — Miss  Maggie  B.  Edgar, 
who  was  transferred  to  the  Girls’  School  in 
this  field  a year  ago,  returned  on  Thurs- 
day, March  10,  to  Latakia,  where,  with  the 
approval  of  the  Board,  she  will  be  in  charge 
of  the  Boys’  School  during  the  absence  of 
Mr.  Stewart. 

Mersina,  Asia  Minor. — The  following  let- 
ter from  Rev.  R.  J.  Dodds,  written  March 
17,  at  Antioch,  where  he  had  been  assisting 
Dr.  Martin  at  his  communion,  is  full  of  in- 
teresting items : 

I arrived  in  Alexandretta  early  Satur- 
day morning,  having  spent  the  night  in  the 
stateroom  with  a Greek  Catholic  priest.  I 
was  delayed  a little  in  the  custom  house 
and  also  in  securing  transportation  to  An- 
tioch. However,  I bargained  for  a carriage 
for  six  Turkish  dollars,  and  started  at 
11  a.  m.  on  my  journey.  The  day  was 
bright  and  cheerful  and  the  ride  extremely 
pleasant. 

After  I had  completed  the  bargain  for 
the  carriage  the  driver  told  me  that  there 
was  a child  in  town  whom  he  had  brought 
down  from  Antioch,  and  would  like  to  take 
back  if  I would  be  kind  enough  to  permit 
him  to  ride  with  me.  I consented,  but  with 
the  understanding  that  I was  not  to  be 
asked  for  a present  at  the  end  of  the  jour- 
ney, for  these  drivers  are  accustomed  to 


demand  a present  in  addition  to  the  fare, 
and  this  on  the  ground  that  they  receive 
insufficient  compensation  from  the  owners 
of  the  horses  and  carriages  for  their  serv- 
ice. The  child  whom  the  driver  brought 
around  and  put  into  the  carriage  with  me 
was  apparently  about  my  own  age  and  size, 
a Moslem  gentleman,  apparently  a student 
of  theology.  As  I thought  it  was  too  late 
to  raise  objections  I suffered  the  fellow  to 
ride.  On  the  way  the  young  man  informed 
me  that  the  carriage  was  his  own,  and  inti- 
mated that  he  was  doing  me  quite  a favor 
to  allow  me  to  ride  with  him.  I had  al- 
ready gathered  from  some  of  the  driver’s 
remarks  that  he  himself  owned  the  horses, 
and  consequently,  in  all  probability,  the  car- 
riage too,  and  a very  poor  excuse  of  a rig 
it  was. 

I immediately  replied  to  my  companion 
that  I did  not  know  who  might  be  the  real 
owner  of  the  carriage,  but  one  thing  I 
knew,  namely,  that  I had  paid  the  hire  to 
Antioch,  and  that  consequently  till  we  ar- 
rived there  the  horses  and  carriage  and 
driver  were  all  mine,  and  that  he  could  only 
have  whatever  claims  I might  be  pleased  to 
accord  to  him.  We  had  not  traveled  far 
until  he  took  a bottle  of  brandy  from  his 
pocket,  from  which  he  took  a drink  and 
also  treated  the  driver.  I gave  them  such 
a reproof  for  it  that  they  did  not  venture 
to  take  it  again  while  in  my  company. 

About  two  hours’  distance  from  Antioch 
we  came  to  a carriage  stuck  in  a deep  mud 
hole  in  the  road.  I had  tried  to  hire  this  car- 
riage in  Alexandretta,  but  could  not  secure 
it  at  a reasonable  price.  It  had  left  Alex- 
andretta an  hour  before  us.  We  helped 
them  out  of  the  trouble,  and  received  pro- 
fuse thanks  from  the  passengers. 

I had  little  conversation  with  my  travel- 
ing companion,  who  spoke  Turkish,  and  but 
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little  Arabic.  I took  occasion,  though,  to 
say  to  him  that  as  we  had  been  fellow-trav- 
elers from  Alexandretta  to  Antioch,  so  also 
we  are  in  the  world  to  a future  state  of  ex- 
istence. I said  all  of  our  race  are  travelers 
in  this  world,  which  we  leave  at  death, 
and  there  are  but  two  destinies — one  of 
eternal  happiness,  and  the  other  of  eternal 
woe.  The  first  should  be  shunned,  and  the 
second  earnestly  desired  and  eagerly  sought 
for. 

Of  course  he  assented  to  the  truth  of 
what  I said.  Then  I asked  him  if  he  knew 
any  means  by  which  one  could  make  sure 
of  entrance  into  heaven,  and  he  replied  in 
the  negative.  I then  told  him  plainly  how 
heaven  is  to  be  obtained  through  faith  in 
Jesus  Christ,  and  the  impossibility  of 
securing  the  heavenly  inheritance  by  any 
other  means. 

He  assented  formally,  but  in  such  a way 
as  to  intimate  that  he  did  not  accept  the 
doctrine.  “Well,”  I said,  “by  and  by  death 
will  overtake  you  somewhere  or  other,  and 
in  your  distress  on  your  dying  bed  it  may 
come  into  your  mind  that  you  rode  on  one 
occasion  from  Alexandretta  to  Antioch  with 
a person  who  told  you  of  Christ  as  the  only 
Saviour  of  sinners,  and  the  recollection  of 
what  I have  told  you  may  give  you  comfort 
then.” 

I met  a very  hearty  welcome  from  Dr. 
Martin  and  his  associates,  who  had  about 
given  me  up,  thinking  recent  storms  had 
made  it  impossible  for  me  to  come  over 
from  Mersina.  I retired  rather  late  after 
my  ride,  about  eleven  o’clock,  and  was  soon 
in  a sound  slumber,  from  which  I was,  how- 
ever, somewhat  rudely  awakened  by  an 
earthquake  shock,  which  occurred  about 
midnight.  This  is  the  second  earthquake 
I have  felt  since  my  return  to  the  Mission 
last  November. 

The  communion  exercises  were  exceed- 
ingly interesting.  There  were  in  all  thirty- 
three  communicants.  The  brethren  from 


Idlib  did  not  venture  to  come  on  account 
of  the  dangers  of  travel. 

Dr.  Martin  preached  the  action  sermon, 
and  he  preached  with  great  power  and  elo- 
quence. It  may  be  doubted  if  any  other 
congregation  in  Turkey  is  so  well  fed  in  the 
preaching  of  the  Word  asthis  one  of  Antioch. 
Mr.  Kennedy,  for  the  first  time,  I believe, 
took  a part  in  the  public  services.  The 
prospect  is  good  for  his  acquiring  a mas- 
terly use  of  the  Arabic  language. 

This  is  my  first  visit  to  Antioch  since  the 
death  of  that  dear  friend  of  former  years, 
Dr.  Martin’s  faithful  and  accomplished 
helpmate,  and  greatly  do  I miss  her. 

In  a letter  to  Mr.  Walter  T.  Miller, 
dated  April  21,  Miss  Evadna  M.  Sterrett 
says : “ You  will  be  pleased  to  know  that 
the  crowded  prayer-meetings  have  not 
abated  in  interest.  Last  night,  the  meeting 
being  in  an  upper  room,  we  felt  a little  un- 
easy as  to  its  safety,  until  after  Dr.  Metheny 
had  gone  down  and  made  some  investiga- 
tion. I counted  fifty  inside,  and  the  porch 
and  stairs  were  full.  There  is  always  the 
best  attention  paid  to  all  the  exercises.” 

Miss  McNaughton,  of  this  field,  wishes 
us  to  acknowledge  $13  from  the  C.  E.  So- 
ciety, Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  and  $10  from  the 
L.  M.  Society,  Baltimore,  Md.,  for  the  Ar- 
menian sufferers  and  orphans  in  Mersina. 

Cyprus. — Halil  Naman  has  something 
to  say  about  the  work  in  this  field : 

We  wrote  in  a former  letter  that  there 
was  much  need  of  an  evangelical  school 
here,  because  there  is  no  school  in  Cyprus 
where  the  principles  of  the  religion  of 
Christ  are  taught  in  their  purity.  But 
now  I write  you  with  much  joy  and  thanks- 
giving that  the  Lord  has  opened  the  way 
and  we  have  one  of  the  schools  I was  long- 
ing for  right  here  in  Larnaca.  It  is  still  in 
a prosperous  condition,  and  the  pupils 
seem  much  pleased  with  it,  and  are  pursu- 
ing their  studies  with  zeal,  as  also  the 
laborers,  Paul,  the  sower,  and  Apollos,  the 
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waterer,  by  whom  I mean  Mr.  Easson  and 
Dr.  Moore.  But  God  it  is  who  alone  can 
give  the  increase,  and  we  ask  that  He  pour 
out  His  Holy  Spirit  upon  the  work  and  en- 
lighten the  minds  of  the  pupils  in  the 
knowledge  of  the  Scriptures,  and  lead  them 
to  a true  and  living  faith  in  Jesus  the 
Christ. 

We  hope  and  trust  that  the  way  may 
be  made  plain  for  the  opening  of  a girls’ 
school,  and  then  we  will  have  advanced  far 
on  the  way  for  the  building  up  spiritually 
of  the  children  of  Cyprus.  I have  no 
doubt  as  I rejoice  by  seeing  this  advance- 
ment you  also  will  rejoice  by  hearing 
about  it.  Many  of  these  boys  and  others 
are  coming  also  to  the  Sabbath  School,  and 
this  is  an  evidence  of  their  earnestness. 
There  are  also  many  families,  father,  mother 
and  children,  coming  to  the  Sabbath 
School. 

Who  is  able  to  explain  how  much  good 
such  schools  will  do  the  people  of  the 
country? 

The  thanksgiving  of  Syria  is  weak 
when  compared  with  the  benefits  received 
from  the  people  of  the  United  States. 
How  much  of  darkness  and  ignorance  they 
have  lifted  from  our  hearts  in  their  zeal  to 
make  known  the  love  of  Jesus  Christ. 

My  father  said  once  to  me : “ My  son, 
how  much  we  ought  to  be  thankful  to  the 
missionaries  and  praise  them  for  their 
work.”  And  I answered : “ Why  ? ” He 
said:  “About  thirty  years  ago  very  few  in 
our  largest  villages  knew  how  to  read,  and 
when  a soldier  came  with  an  order  from 
the  Government,  we  had  to  hunt  for  over 
an  hour  at  times  to  find  some  one  able  to 
read  to  us  the  order,  and  so  the  Govern- 
ment usually  had  to  send  us  a soldier  who 
could  read,  and  we  were  compelled  to  take 
his  word  for  the  truth  of  what  he  read  to 
us.  And  frequently  he  would  take  more 
from  us  than  the  order  required.  But, 
thank  God,  the  shepherd  boys  know  how  to 


read  to-day,  because  of  the  schools  opened 
by  the  Mission  at  Latakia.” 

The  good  and  beautiful  about  this  lies 
in  the  fact  that  in  these  schools  the  poor 
are  as  welcome  as  the  rich,  and  thus  by 
these  free  schools  the  poor  had  the  same 
chance  offered  to  them  as  the  rich  had  be- 
fore, and  were  not  only  taught  to  read,  but 
the  way  of  salvation  was  made  plain  to  all, 
so  that  each  one  was  left  without  excuse. 
May  God  bless  His  word  and  bring  many 
into  the  fold  of  Jesus. 

China.. — A few  paragraphs  from  a letter 
recently  received  from  Rev.  A.  J.  Robb 
will  interest  our  readers : 

You  will  be  glad  to  know  that  we  are  at 
Tak  Hing  Chau.  Mr.  McBurney  and  I 
came  here  three  weeks  ago.  After  a week 
he  returned  to  Canton,  and  I have  had  my 
first  taste  of  single-handed  inland  mission 
work.  The  whitewashers,  bricklayers  and 
carpenters  have  been  busy  putting  a very 
dirty  old  house  into  shape  for  a chapel, 
home  for  assistants  and  temporary  resi- 
dence for  the  male  missionaries. 

It  has  been  very  hard  to  get  skilled  car- 
penters, but  the  work  is  nearing  comple- 
tion. As  there  are  houses  on  each  side, 
there  can  be  no  windows  at  the  side,  and 
the  front,  both  upstairs  and  down,  is  com- 
posed of  doors,  which  open  to  admit  both 
light  and  air  ; and  if  you  get  one  you  must 
take  the  other  in  all  seasons.  The  people 
are  very  friendly,  and  will  give  us  good 
audiences  for  a time  out  of  curiosity. 

Let  me  give  you  last  Saturday’s  experi- 
ences. It  is  rather  out  of  the  ordinary  pro- 
gram in  that  the  incidents  were  aggravated 
a little  more  than  the  regular  work  here. 
A Christian  bookseller  came  to  the  chapel 
Friday  night  and  asked  me  to  go  with  him 
the  next  day  to  a market  town  ten  miles 
north.  There  are  two  market  towns  out 
there,  one  called  Official  market  and  the 
other  Horse  market,  but  there  are  neither 
officials  at  one  nor  horses  at  the  other 
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These  market  towns  are  simply  places 
where  on  stated  days,  about  three  in  ten, 
the  people  gather  for  trade.  On  market 
days  there  is  a big  crowd.  On  other  days 
there  is  scarcely  any  one,  and  the  shops 
are  largely  closed. 

As  I had  not  seen  Official  market  nor  its 
people,  I decided  to  go,  and,  as  the  Chinese 
were  going  to  walk  and  evidently  had  some 
contempt  for  the  foreigner’s  abilities  in  that 
line,  I decided  to  walk  with  them  and  sat- 
isfy them  and  myself  whether  in  reality  we 
poor  foreigners,  who  have  to  keep  out  of 
the  sun  and  be  so  careful,  were  so  vex-y  in- 
ferior in  physical  endurance.  The  morning 
was  bright  and  warm.  I prepared  for  a 
warm  walk.  We  stopped  when  two-thirds 
there  and  drank  tea  at  a wayside  inn. 
When  we  reached  the  market  there  was  a 
terrible  buzz,  and  the  fact  that  a “ foreign 
devil  fellow  ” had  arrived  was  heralded 
long  and  loud.  There  is  a large  temple  in 
the  center  of  the  market,  and  into  that  they 
invited  us,  and  as  it  was  soon  learned  that 
we  were  “ talk  Jesus  ” men,  they  brought  a 
table  for  us  to  stand  on  and  told  us  to  pro- 
ceed. The  crowd  surged  in  till  the  place 
was  filled,  but  let  no  one  think  it  was  a de- 
sire to  hear  the  gospel  that  brought  them 
there.  It  was  curiosity  to  see  a foreigner 
and  most  of  all  to  hear  one  talk.  I rested 
a few  moments  and  then  got  up,  and  there 
in  their  temple,  with  fierce  grinning  idols 
as  large  as  myself  all  around  the  walls,  I 
told  the  people  as  well  as  I could  of  the 
one  living  and  true  God  whom  alone  we 
should  worship,  and  of  His  wonderful  love 
and  wonderful  gift  for  us  sinners,  and  that 
we  had  come  on  purpose  to  give  them  this 
“ good  tidings  of  gieat  joy.”  Some  listened 
attentively  and  seemed  to  be  interested  and 
many  nodded  assent  to  different  statements, 
but  by  far  the  greater  number  were  far 
more  surprised  at  a foreigner  talking  Chi- 
nese than  interested  in  the  things  he  was 
telling.  They  would  listen  a few  moments 


till  their  curiosity  was  satisfied,  and  some- 
times silently,  sometimes  with  noisy  oaths, 
go  out  and  give  place  to  others  who  con- 
stantly crowded  in.  The  Chinese  who  were 
with  me  spoke  awhile,  and  we  went  through 
the  market,  giving  all  an  opportunity  to  get 
books,  then  returned  to  the  temple.  The 
crowd  followed,  and  without  getting  up  to 
speak  I talked  with  those  about,  asking  and 
answering  questions  till  3 o’clock.  Then 
we  started  back  home.  The  small  boys 
followed  us  at  a little  distance,  varying  the 
usual  epithet  by  calling  me  a foreign  devil, 
pig  and  cow,  and  other  similar  names.  The 
walk  home  was  without  incident  except  that 
I stopped  and  ate  two  bowls  of  rice  and  a 
Chinese  cake,  which  in  all  cost  me  8 cash. 
The  supper  which  I ate  when  I got  home 
would  cost  considerably  more.  I also  left 
my  Chinese  brethren  behind,  they  coming 
in  a half  mile  behind  me.  The  women  and 
children  and  some  of  the  men  on  the  road 
seemed  to  be  afraid  of  me,  but  a word  in 
Chinese  usually  reassured  them.  The  usual 
stories  about  foreigners  are  circulated  here 
and  believed,  and  I hear  people  threatening 
the  children  with  what  the  foreigner  will 
do  with  them  if  he  gets  a chance.  An  old 
man,  to  whom  I gave  some  medicine  for  an 
ulcer,  was  told  if  he  used  it  it  would  stupefy 
him  and  make  him  want  to  enter  the  church, 
and  I suppose  he  did  not  use  it,  and,  tlxoxxgh 
just  next  dooi’,  I have  not  seen  him  for  two 
weeks,  as  he  dare  not  come  out  for  fear  I 
will  ask  him  about  his  foot. 

To-day  I was  invited  into  a Buddhist 
temple,  and  went  and  spent  three-fourths 
of  an  hour  talking  to  the  priests  about  the 
Christian  religion.  It  was  listened  to  with 
outwax-d  x-espect  and  no  opposition  offex-ed, 
not  because  they  thought  a word  of  it  was 
true,  but  because  they  were  too  polite,  or 
perhaps  because  they  thought  the  less  dis- 
cussion the  better  for  them,  for  these  clean- 
shaven Buddhist  priests  know  their  own 
trickery  too  well  to  care  to  have  it  exposed. 
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So  far  we  have  met  with  no  difficulty,  but 
such  as  is  common  to  missionaries  every- 
where in  China,  and  have  escaped  much 
that  others  have  to  bear  at  times,  so  we 
thank  God  and  ask  Him  to  shape  our  future 
and  direct  the  work. 

It  has  turned  so  cold  in  the  last  twenty- 
four  hours  that,  the  doors  being  open  to 
admit  light,  and  the  house  having  neither 
chimney,  stove,  nor  fireplace,  I am  reminded 
of  those  former  winter  days  in  Allegheny 
when,  the  gas  having  failed,  we  spent  the 
days  in  mental  debate  whether  ’twere  bet- 
ter to  stick  to  business  and  endure  the  cold 
or  go  to  bed  and  keep  warm. 

We  are  not  entirely  without  encourage- 
ment. Mr.  McBurney’s  “ boy  ” has  declared 
his  faith  in  Christ,  and  is  eagerly  and  studi- 
ously learning  the  better  way.  There  are  dif- 
ferent ones  here  in  Tak  Hing  who  are  more  or 
less  earnest  inquirers.  But  it  is  from  books 
or  other  sources  that  their  interest  ai’ises. 
The  people  will  have  to  get  acquainted 
with  us  and  learn  to  rely  on  us  before  they 
will  accept  our  message.  The  old  feeling 
of  responsibility  I had  as  a pastor  comes 
back  to  me  hei’e  at  Tak  Hing.  We  are  try- 
ing to  sow,  with  strong  assurance  that  God 
will  take  care  of  the  seed  and  the  harvest. 

The  purchase  of  ground  may  be  a more 
difficult  matter  than  we  anticipated,  as 
there  is  absolutely  none  for  sale  now.  The 
silk  industry  is  growing  rapidly  here,  and 
people  won’t  sell  their  mulberry  ground. 

AT  HOME. 

Allegheny,  Pa. — The  Board  of  Superin- 
tendents of  the  Theological  Seminary  met 
in  the  hall  on  Tuesday,  April  5,  9 a.  m.,  and 
adjourned  early  in  the  afternoon  of  the 
next  day. 

The  examinations  and  discourses  of  the 
students  were  unanimously  sustained. 

Discourses  were  delivered  in  the  Central 
Church  by  the  following  students : Messrs. 
Benn,  Dodds,  Hunter,  S.  J.  Johnson, 


McCarroll,  McGaw,  McKnight,  Mitchell, 
Pearce,  Pritchard,  Samson  and  Slater.  All 
of  the  above,  with  the  exception  of  Messrs. 
Hunter  and  Mitchell,  students  of  the  fix-st 
yeai’,  wex-e  certified  to  their  respective 
Presbyteries  as  having  completed  their 
second  year  at  the  Seminary.  In  connec- 
tion with  the  giving  of  the  certificates, 
appropriate  remarks  were  made  by  mem- 
bers of  the  board  and  professors. 

Rev.  S.  Ferguson,  of  the  Church  in  Ix-e- 
land,  presented  the  need  of  the  Chxxrch 
there  for  additional  laborers,  and  submit- 
ted the  following  resolution  from  the 
Colonial  Mission  Committee : “ That  the 
Convener  be  appointed  to  communicate 
officially  with  Professors  Willson  and 
George,  stating  our  need  of  a ministex-,  or 
probationer-,  to  take  chai-ge  of  Geelong 
Congregation,  Australia,  and  seeking  a suit- 
able man  for  the  Australian  field.”  Mr. 
Ferguson  gave  information  regarding  the 
field  of  laboi-,  and  urged  its  claims  on 
those  present. 

The  attention  of  Synod  at  its  next  meet- 
ing will  be  called  to  the  pi-opriety  of  chang- 
ing the  date  for  holding  the  closing  exer- 
cises of  the  Seminary  to  the  first  Tuesday 
after  the  fourth  Tuesday  of  April,  and  also 
of  changing  the  regulations  relating  to  the 
distribution  of  the  Students’  Fund,  so  that 
those  students  who  have  completed  the 
second  year  at  the  Seminary,  and  are  re- 
quired to  attend  dux-ing  the  entii-e  session 
of  the  third  year,  shall  receive  60  per  cent- 
of  the  amount  given  to  those  of  the  first 
and  second  year. 

The  attention  of  the  Church  is  called  to 
the  present  condition  of  the  Students 
Fund.  It  has  steadily  deci-eased  dui'ing 
the  past  few  years. 

J.  W.  Sproull,  Sec. 

The  regular  spring  meeting  of  the  Pitts- 
bui-g  Presbvtei-y  was  held  in  the  Allegheny 
Church,  Api-il  12  and  13.  There  were  in 
all  five  sessions,  the  fix-st  three  of  which 
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were  given  largely  to  the  hearing  of  ser- 
mons, lectures,  essays,  and  exegeses  by  the 
following  theological  students  who  were, 
at  the  close  of  the  third  session,  licensed 
to  preach  the  gospel  : C.  A.  Dodds,  J.  S. 
McGaw,  R.  J.  G.  McKnight,  M.  M.  Pearce 
and  J.  C.  Slater. 

Calls  were  laid  on  the  table  from  College 
Hill  and  North  Union  Congregations.  The 
call  from  College  Hill  was  on  Licentiate 
R.  H.  Martin  for  full  time.  It  was  sus- 
tained as  a regular  gospel  call,  and  ordered 
transmitted  to  the  Ohio  Presbytery.  That 
from  North  Union  was  on  Licentiate  F.  M. 
Willson  for  half  time,  with  a request  that, 
in  connection  therewith,  he  be  appointed 
stated  supply  at  Youngstown,  in  compli- 
ance with  the  request  of  the  latter.  Owing 
to  some  irregularities  in  call  it  was  returned 
to  the  congregation  and  the  one  who  mod- 
erated in  it  for  correction  and  completion. 
In  the  meantime,  Mr.  Willson  was  ap- 
pointed stated  supply,  one-half  time  at 
North  Union  and  the  other  half  at  Youngs- 
town, with  the  concurrence  of  Ohio  Pres- 
bytery and  Synod. 

J.  T.  Mitchell  was  taken  under  the  care 
of  Presbytery  as  a student  of  theology, 
with  the  understanding  that  he  would  pur- 
sue his  college  studies,  which  have  not  yet 
been  completed,  under  the  direction  of 
Profs.  Johnston  and  Kennedy,  of  Geneva 
College. 

J.  B.  Mclsaac,  pastor  of  Brookland  and 
Manchester  Congregation,  requested  of 
Presbytery  a letter  of  standing,  accom- 
panying the  request  with  a statement  that 
he  had  decided  to  withdraw  from  our 
Church  to  be  united  with  another.  Follow- 
ing is  Presbytery’s  action  on  this  request : 

“ Dear  Brother : Your  request  for  a letter 
of  standing  has  been  received,  and  we  feel 
called  upon,  in  view  of  the  circumstances, 
to  reply  in  a personal  letter  to  you.  We 
recogDize  the  possibility  of  one  changing 
his  views  as  to  what  God’s  law  requires, 


yet  we  would  remind  you  that  covenant  ob- 
ligations, taken  in  the  presence  of  God  to 
stand  with  His  people  in  faithfulness  to  His 
truth,  are  not  to  be  lightly  cast  aside.  Such 
a covenant  binds  forever. 

“We  cannot  but  expi'ess  our  regret  when 
we  consider  the  condition  in  which  you  are 
leaving  the  flock  committed  to  your  charge 
by  this  Presbytery.  Many  members  of  the 
congregation,  we  are  informed,  were  granted 
letters  of  standing  at  your  last  meeting  of 
session,  the  request  for  these  letters  being 
brought  to  the  meeting  by  you,  ready  for 
signature.  The  congregation  so  weakened 
cannot  but  have  a struggle  for  its  exist- 
ence. This  was  not  the  result  we  looked 
for  from  your  settlement  among  them. 

“ We  are  also  informed  that  an  instru- 
ment of  music  has  been  employed  in  serv- 
ices conducted  by  you  in  a mission  sta- 
tion for  about  a year.  During  the  latter 
part  of  that  time  an  elder  in  your  congre- 
gation has  been  superintendent  of  the 
school  in  that  place.  While  the  service 
may  not  have  been  at  first  wholly  under 
your  control,  yet  we  cannot  believe  that  the 
constant  use  of  the  instrument  for  that 
length  of  time  in  services  conducted  by  you 
has  been  wholly  without  your  consent  and 
approval. 

“ The  constant  participation  of  your  peo- 
ple in  these  services  cannot  but  have  ex- 
erted a powerful  influence  to  draw  our 
people  from  the  position  of  our  Testimony. 
It  is  a sorrow  to  us  to  be  obliged  to  men- 
tion these  things  in  taking  our  farewell  of 
you  as  a presbyter.  We  would  greatly 
prefer,  since  you  leave  the  church,  that  the 
congregation  had  been  left  intact,  and  that 
any  influence  to  draw  others  away  could 
not  be  continued.” 

Revs.  G.  R.  McBurney,  of  the  Iowa 
Presbytery,  and  Samuel  Ferguson,  of  the 
Irish  Church,  were  present  and  invited  to 
sit  as  consultative  members.  The  latter 
favored  the  Presbytery  with  a cheering  ad- 
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dress,  and  was  by  the  Court  authorized  to 
carry  fraternal'  greetings  to  the  Irish 
Church. 

The  request  of  Prof.  J.  M.  Coleman,  of 
Geneva  College,  for  ordination,  which  was 
to  have  been  acted  on  at  this  meeting  of 
Presbytery,  was  referred  to  Synod  for 
action. 

An  interesting  conference  on  the  Sabbath 
was  held,  in  which  stirring  addresses  were 
made.  A series  of  resolutions  were  adopted 
expressing  fullest  sympathy  with  all  efforts 
put  forth  for  the  purpose  of  conserving 
and  reclaiming  the  Sabbath  from  the  secu- 
larizing influences  which  are  brought  to 
bear  against  its  sanctity  and  rest;  declaring 
it  to  be  one  of  the  principal  duties  of  civil 
and  municipal  government  to  protect  toilers 
from  their  burdens  and  worshipers  from 
disturbance  of  secular  labors  on  the  Lord’s 
Day ; and  indorsing  the  efforts  of  the  Fed- 
eration of  Churches  of  Pittsburg,  Alle- 
gheny and  vicinity,  and  of  the  Pennsylva- 
nia Sabbath  Association  and  the  American 
Sabbath  Union  in  their  labors  for  Sabbath 
sanctification. 

A special  committee  appointed  to  bring 
in  a resolution  on  the  present  national 
crisis  reported  the  following,  which  was 
adopted,  and  a copy  of  the  same  ordered 
sent  the  President : 

“ The  Pittsburg  Presbytery  of  the  Re- 
formed Presbyterian  Church,  in  session  at 
Allegheny,  Pa.,  the  13th  day  of  April,  1898, 
sends  to  the  President  the  expression  of  its 
appreciation  of  his  wisdom,  his  self-control, 
his  patience  in  dealing  with  the  Cuban 
question,  and  assures  him  of  its  constant 
prayer  that  permanent  results  for  the 
peace  and  welfare  of  that  disturbed  isle 
may  be  secured,  and  exhorts  him  to  pro- 
mote in  the  government  work  due  regard 
to  the  Sabbath,  even  in  this  critical  period, 
as  we  need  the  favor  and  blessing  of  the 
Lord  of  the  Sabbath.” 

A great  deal  of  routine  business  was 


transacted  at  the  second  day  sessions,  and 
the  meeting  was  harmonious  throughout. 
H.  G.  Foster  was  appointed  to  represent 
Presbytery  at  the  Synodical  Conference  on 
Missions,  and  authorized  to  request  recom- 
mendation of  Presbytery  to  Synod  for 
$800  to  aid  weak  congregations  within  its 
bounds.  He  was  also  chosen  Moderator 
of  Presbytery.  The  clerks,  Martin  and 
McKnight,  were  re-elected.  Statistical 
blanks  were  put  into  the  hands  of  repre- 
sentatives of  all  the  congregations  of  the 
Presbytery,  with  instructions  that  they 
must  be  returned  to  the  clerk  of  Presby- 
tery not  later  than  May  7 th.  Clerks  of 
sessions  will  please  note. 

Presbytery  adjourned  to  meet  in  New 
Galilee  the  Second  Tuesday  of  October,  at 
10  a.  m.,  with  the  understanding  that  a con- 
ference would  be  held  at  the  evening  ses- 
sion of  that  day,  the  pastor  and  elders  of 
the  congregation  to  arrange  for  the  same. 

J.  S.  Martin,  Clerk. 

Beaver  Falls,  Pa. — On  April  6th  Col- 
lege Hill  congregation  made  out  a unani- 
mous and  hearty  call  upon  Licentiate  Ren- 
wick  Harper  Martin.  The  call  has  been 
sent  to  the  Ohio  Presbytery  for  presenta- 
tion. The  salary  promised  is  $800.  Mr. 
Martin  will  not  finish  his  seminary  course 
until  New  Year’s,  and  cannot,  therefore,  be 
ordained  and  installed  until  that  time. 
Just  before  the  election  took  place,  and  in 
anticipation  of  its  result,  there  was  an  ac- 
cession of  four  to  the  congregation — two 
from  within  and  two  from  without  the 
church. 

Mrs.  Easson,  wife  of  our  missionary  to 
Cyprus,  and  their  daughter  Mizpah  arrived 
in  College  Hill  about  April  5th,  and  were 
welcomed  by  a large  circle  of  friends.  Mrs. 
Easson  intends  to  remain  here  during  the 
summer. 

Mr.  J.  R.  Willson  and  Mr.  A.  A.  Samson, 
students  of  the  seminary,  have  recently 
filled  our  pulpit  with  great  acceptance.  It 
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is  a source  of  great  encouragement  that 
young  men  of  such  ability  and  devotion 
are  undertaking  the  self-denying  work  of 
our  ministry.  It  requires  sterling  stuff 
and  deep-seated  conviction  to  enable  a 
young  man  to  espouse  an  unpopular 
cause.  The  reward,  however,  is  great.  A 
chip  or  stick  can  float  down  stream.  It 
takes  a live  fish  to  swim  up  against  the 
current.  The  time  will  come — must  come, 
if  the  Bible  be  true — when  those  who,  like 
Moses  and  Elijah,  stand  ujl  for  God  in  de- 
fiance of  popular  wickedness,  will  meet 
their  Master  on  the  Mount  of  Transfigura- 
tion. 

About  two-thirds  of  the  primary  pupils 
of  our  Sabbath  School  are  children  from 
without  the  church.  Those  just  received 
into  the  church  are  first-fruits — an  expected 
harvest. 

The  Loyal  Legion,  under  the  wise  lead- 
ership of  Mrs.  Reed,  is  coming  to  be  a 
feature  of  the  congregation.  This  asso- 
ciation of  children  recently  raised  the  money 
and  procured  for  one  of  their  number  (a 
helpless  cripple)  a wheeled  chair,  so  as  to 
enable  him  to  attend  Sabbath  School.  The 
lesson  and  education  of  this  beautiful  little 
undertaking  is  of  priceless  value.  “ Inas- 
much as  ye  have  done  it  ” becomes  living, 
loving,  never-to-be-forgotten  gospel  truth 
to  the  little  boys  and  girls  who  gathered  to 
present  the  chair,  place  him  in  it  and  wheel 
it  to  the  meeting.  Such  acts  cement 
stones — “ living  stones  ” — into  the  King- 
dom. Com. 

We  also  learn  that  Prof.  J.  H.  Morton 
has  resigned  the  position  of  Principal  of 
the  Academic  Department  and  Conductor 
of  the  Gymnasium  of  Geneva  College,  that 
he  may  study  theology  in  tbe  United  Pres- 
byterian Church.  His  successor  will  soon 
be  chosen  by  the  Board  of  Trustees. 

Rev.  W.  M.  Glasgow  has  moved  to  a new 
home  at  1023  Eighth  avenue,  where  corre- 
spondents will  please  address  him. 


Cache  Creek  Mission,  Okla.  Ter. — Com- 
munion services  were  held  in  the  Mission 
Sabbath,  Api-il  10,  C.  D.  Trumbull  assist- 
ing. The  assistant,  together  with  Elders 
James  W.  Daugherty,  of  Stirling,  Kan.; 
Thos.  MacClement,  of  Washington,  la.; 
David  G.  McKee,  of  Clarinda,  la.,  and  John 
W.  Young,  of  Northern  Oklahoma,  with 
Rev.  W.  W.  Carithers,  Moderator,  who  had 
authority  to  invite  others  to  take  part  with 
him,  sat  as  a court  for  the  reception  of 
members.  Twenty-one  persons  presented 
themselves  for  membership.  Nineteen  of 
these  were  Indians,  ten  adults  and  nine 
children  from  the  schools,  all  of  sufficient 
years  to  understand  the  step  they  were 
taking.  The  Moderator  set  forth  very 
clearly  the  requirements  of  the  Christian 
life,  the  sins  to  be  forsaken  and  the  duties 
to  be  performed,  and  explained  the  Terms 
of  Communion  as  plainly  as  possible.  All 
readily  accepted  the  requirements  made 
and  were  received  into  the  Church  and 
were  baptized. 

About  250  Indians  were  in  the  camps 
about  the  mission  premises  and  remained 
through  all  the  days  and  services.  The 
church  was  crowded  every  day.  The 
adults  were  very  orderly,  and  many  of 
them  were  evidently  very  much  interested 
and  very  reverent  and  devout.  Seventy- 
four  sat  down  at  the  Lord’s  Table ; 
fifty  were  Indians,  and  twenty-four  white 
people  from  Oklahoma  and  the  States 
beyond.  To  most  of  the  visitors  the  sight 
was  unique  and  the  service  impressive. 
All  were  ready  to  say,  “ What  hath  God 
wrought?” 

The  Indian  Mission  is  no  place  for  idlers, 
and  there  are  none  here  in  the  service  of 
the  Church.  Good  work  is  being  done.  The 
schools  are  full,  yet  all  who  desired  were 
not  received.  The  time  is  not  far  distant 
when  other  workers  must  be  added  to  the 
mission  force. 


C.  D.  Trumbdle. 
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Connersville,  Ind. — There  has  just  closed 
a large  and  most  interesting  National  Re- 
form Convention,  held  in  the  Presbyterian 
Church  Monday  evening  and  in  the  M.  E. 
Church  for  three  sessions  on  Tuesday,  in 
Connersville,  Ind.  The  audience  on  the 
first  evening  well-nigh  filled  the  large  and 
spacious  building ; on  Tuesday  morning  a 
good  audience ; in  the  afternoon  much 
larger,  and  in  the  evening  a full  house. 

The  ground  here  had  not  been  cultivated 
with  National  Reform  labor,  and  it  was 
simply  delightful  to  see  with  what  unani- 
mous accord,  and  even  enthusiasm,  that 
large  audience  accepted  and  applauded 
every  sentiment  of  such  a reform.  It  goes 
far  to  assure  that  if  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  the  National  Reform  Associa- 
tion were  submitted  to  the  people  before 
their  minds  were  prejudiced  by  false  pa- 
triots and  heartless  politicians  there  would 
be  such  a sweeping  victory  for  it  that  the 
opposition  would  see  that  his  cause  was  a 
failure. 

The  unbiased  Christian  mind  of  the 
country  is  ready  for  such  a reform.  Mrs. 
George  and  myself  were  received  with  warm 
hearts  from  the  very  beginning  of  the  can- 
vass. The  kindest  expressions  of  sympa- 
thy and  interest  in  the  work  were  expressed 
by  men  and  women,  minister  and  people. 
The  churches  were  thrown  open,  with 
pressing  desire  to  occupy  them.  We  could 
not  ask  a heartier  reception. 

Read  the  resolutions  and  see  if  they  have 
not  the  right  ring.  These  were  adopted 
unanimously  by  a rising  vote.  Afterwards 
a petition  to  Congress  was  ordered  to  be 
circulated,  asking  Congress  to  appoint  a 
committee  of  inquiry  to  investigate  the  re- 
lations of  the  liquor  business  to  the  best 
interests  of  the  country. 

After  a vote  of  thanks  had  been  given  to 
the  churches  for  their  kind  entertainment 
of  the  convention,  an  elderly  father  in  the 
audience — a prominent  citizen  and  a de- 


voted Christian — proposed  a hearty  vote  of 
thanks  to  Dr.  George  and  his  wife,  whose 
services  for  some  weeks  had  been  so  highly 
appreciated,  and  to  distinguished  gentle- 
men who  had  come  to  the  convention  and 
given  such  clear  light  and  forceful  discus- 
sion on  these  vital  questions  of  the  day, 
and  this  last  motion  was  passed  by  a hearty 
rising  vote. 

Hand  shakings  and  separations  were 
made  amid  questions,  When  will  you  come 
back  and  have  another  convention?  We 
want  you  to  come  back,  we  have  enjoyed 
the  convention  so  much.  It  will  do  a great 
deal  of  good,  etc. 

The  labor  and  sacrifice  in  such  work  are 
more  than  compensated  by  such  appre- 
ciation. 

Dr.  McAllister,  on  his  way  West,  dropped 
in  with  us,  and  occupied  much  of  the  last 
evening  to  very  good  purpose.  Bro.  J.  C. 
Smith,  of  Cincinnati,  rendered  valuable 
help  all  through  the  convention.  One  of 
the  best  addresses  was  delivered  by  Mrs. 
Z.  E.  Stanley,  of  Liberty,  Ind.  And  Dr. 
Lusby,  of  Indianapolis,  took  high  grounds 
upon  the  Sabbath,  and  in  an  admirable 
manner.  Wish  we  could  have  hundreds  of 
such  conventions.  H.  H.  George. 

1.  Believing  law,  and  especially  constitu- 
tional law,  to  be  a potent  educator  of  the 
people,  eventually  bringing  the  masses  of 
the  people  into  accord  with  its  sentiment ; 
believing  again  that  the  public  mind  has 
been  largely  swayed  by  the  idea,  so  widely 
published  and  persistently  pressed,  that 
our  laws  are  good  enough  if  they  were  only 
enforced, 

Resolved,  That  this  convention  declare 
as  its  judgment  that  no  law  nor  provision, 
whether  constitutional  or  statutory,  is  good 
enough  that  in  the  least  infringes  upon  or 
contravenes  the  law  of  God,  or  works  an 
injury  to  any  of  our  Christian  institutions. 

2.  Believing  that  the  prevalence  of  Sab- 
bath breaking,  the  dissipation  of  its  rest 
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and  the  transformation  of  its  sacredness 
into  the  hum  of  business,  the  gayety  of 
pleasure  and  the  follies  of  the  Continental 
Sunday  are  largely  attributable  to  the  Con- 
gressional act  of  1810,  that  established  a 
Sunday  mail  system,  out  of  which  has 
naturally  grown  the  Sunday  train  system, 
and  to  no  little  extent  the  Sunday  news- 
paper, 

Resolved , That  in  the  judgment  of  this 
convention,  that  whole  process  of  secular- 
izing the  Sabbath  and  converting  it  into 
worldly  business  is  wrong,  and  contrary  in 
spirit  and  in  letter  to  the  law  of  Him  who 
said : “ Six  days  shalt  thou  labor  and  do 
all  thy  work,  but  the  seventh  is  the  Sab- 
bath of  the  Lord  thy  God ; in  it  thou  shalt 
not  do  any  work,”  and  that  it  demands  of 
- all  loyal  Christians  a faithful  testimony 
against  it  and  a consistent  walk  of  separa- 
tion from  it. 

3.  Believing  that  all  Government  license 
gives  authority  and  legal  right  to  the  thing 
licensed.  That  in  taking  money  for  such 
license  the  Government  assumes  the  re- 
sponsibility of  and  accountability  for  what 
is  done  legally  by  the  licensed  party ; be- 
lieving that  the  saloon  license  is  largely  the 
cause  and  source  of  the  liquor  traffic  in  this 
country,  or,  using  another  figure,  the  tap 
root  of  it, 

Resolved , That  the  license  of  any  known 
and  admitted  evil  is  wrong,  and  especially 
that  the  license  of  the  liquor  saloon  is 
wrong  in  act  and  principle,  attended  as  it 
must  be  with  so  many  disastrous  conse- 
quences to  individuals,  families  and  com- 
munities, and  ought  to  be  protested  against 
by  the  voice  and  vote  and  act  of  all  the 
faithful  followers  of  Him  “ who  always 
went  about  doing  good.”  And  further, 
that  we  urge  all  friends  of  temperance  to 
petition  Congress  and  support  such  candi- 
dates for  Congress  as  will  pledge  them- 
selves to  vote  for  a committee  of  inquiry 
to  thoroughly  investigate  the  relation  of 


the  liquor  traffic  to  the  moral  and  social 
welfare  and  industrial  interests  of  the  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States. 

4.  Believing  that  unscriptural  divorce  is 
one  of  the  gigantic  evils  of  this  country, 
and  that  that  showing  from  the  published 
report  of  United  States  Commissioner  Car- 
roll  D.  Wright,  that  in  the  twenty  years 
between  1867  and  1886  there  were  granted 
in  this,  country  328,716  divorces,  is  one  of 
the  foulest  blots  on  the  fair  name  of  the 
American  people,  and  believing  that  every 
divorce  granted  by  any  State  for  other 
than  the  well- defined  Bible  reason  is  wrong, 
high  and  daring  wrong  ; therefore, 

Resolved,  That  we  heartily  approve  of 
the  action  already  taken  by  half  the  States 
or  more  to  appoint  commissioners  to  meet 
in  joint  convention  to  frame  a uniform  law 
of  divorce  for  the  entire  country,  and  we 
pledge  ourselves  in  every  lawful  way  to 
maintain  the  integrity  and  purity  of  that 
first  and  best  institution — the  family. 

5.  Believing  that  a nation  grappling  with 
such  moral  questions  as  these,  and  all  simi- 
lar ones,  is  of  necessity  bound  to  consider 
them  by  some  moral  standard ; and  as  the 
will  of  the  people  cannot-  furnish  a safe 
standard,  and  there  is  no  moral  standard 
but  one,  and  that  one  the  revealed  will  of 
God,  the  only  rule  of  action  for  nations  as 
well  as  men, 

Resolved,  That  we  approve  of  the  effort 
to  have  the  Bible  acknowledged  as  the 
nation’s  supreme  law,  and  as  that  law  is 
the  law  of  God  and  His  Christ,  we  approve 
of  the  further  effort  to  have  God  acknowl- 
edged in  the  Constitution  of  our  land  as 
the  source  of  all  authority  and  power  and 
Jesus  Christ  as  the  Ruler  of  Nations,  and 
so  conform  our  nation  in  fact  to  that  char- 
acter we  so  delight  to  boast  over — that  we 
are  a Christian  nation. 

Denison,  Kan.  — Mrs.  Rebecca  (Law) 
Alexander  was  born  in  Guernsey  County, 
O.,  Sept.  2,  1845,  and  died  at  Holton, 
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Kan.,  March  23,  1898,  having  completed 
the  divinely  allotted  pilgrimage  of  life  in  a 
little  more  than  fifty-two  and  a half  years. 
She  was  married  at  North  Cedar,  Jackson 
County,  Kan.,  May  9,  1872,  to  James  Alex- 
ander, who  preceded  her  home  some  three 
and  a half  j^ears.  Three  children  survive 
— Joseph,  James  and  Jennie  Alexander — 
also  her  aged  mother,  two  sisters  and  three 
brothers.  Mrs.  Alexander,  in  her  early 
youth,  made  confession  of  her  faith  in 
Jesus  Christ  and  united  with  the  Reformed 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  passed  from 
earth  rejoicing  in  the  rich  and  comforting 
doctrines  of  grace  and  salvation  as  held 
by  this  church.  In  her  last  sickness,  last- 
ing about  four  weeks,  she  was  wont  to  quote 
many  verses  from  the  blessed  book,  and 
especially  from  the  Psalms.  Her  remains 
were  laid  to  rest  beside  those  of  her  hus- 
band in  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Ceme- 
tery at  Denison,  Kan. 

J.  A.  Ferguson,  Pastor  U.  P.  Church. 

Houston,  III. — The  Ladies’  Missionary 
Society  of  Old  Bethel  Congregation  felt 
that  they  ought  to  do  something  to  help 
liquidate  the  Foreign  Mission  debt.  It 
was  the  more  necessary  to  make  an  extra 
effort,  as  they  are  pledged  for  the  yearly 
support  of  the  teacher  in  the  Soda  school 
in  Syria  as  well  as  the  clothing  of  a little 
boy  in  the  Indian  Mission.  The  last  two 
years  they  found  they  could  not  do  much 
more  financially.  The  members  all  seemed 
willing  to  give  their  time.  Several  plans 
were  devised,  among  others  they  agreed  to 
sew  for  a very  moderate  remuneration. 
Mr.  McMurtry  was  the  first  to  request  their 
services.  A most  enjoyable  day  was  spent, 
combining  both  pleasure  and  profit.  The 
members  separated  in  the  evening  with 
grateful  feelings  toward  their  host  and 
hostess,  not  only  for  the  opportunity  of 
earning  something  for  mission  work,  but 
for  the  kind  entertainment  and  a liberal 
donation. 


The  April  monthly  meeting  will  be  spent 
in  the  same  way  at  the  home  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  R.  G.  Lyons,  who,  in  the  past,  have 
proved  themselves  ever  ready  to  “lend  a 
hand  ’’  to  carry  forward  the  good  work. 

Mr.  E.  A.  Crooks  preached  for  us  very 
acceptably  during  March.  He  conducted 
the  quarterly  review.  High  waters  pre- 
vented the  greater  part  of  the  congregation 
from  attending,  which  they  very  much  re- 
gretted. It  was  highly  satisfactory  to 
those  who  were  privileged  to  attend.  We 
are  anticipating  with  pleasure  the  return  of 
Mr.  McCune  in  April. 

The  congregation  will  make  an  effort  in 
the  near  future  to  select  a pastor. 

Com. 

Morning  Sun. — Communion  services  were 
held  in  this  congregation  the  first  Sabbath 
of  April.  Seven  new  names  were  added  to 
the  roll  of  members,  and  the  congregation 
enjoyed  a season  of  refreshing  from  the 
Lord.  Dr.  McAllister  was  the  assistant. 
His  services  were  highly  appreciated.  In 
addition  to  work  in  connection  with  com- 
munion Mr.  McAllister  gave  two  public 
addresses  in  Morning  Sun.  The  first  was 
under  the  auspices  of  the  W.  C.  T.  U. 
His  subject  was,  “ Who  is  Responsible  for 
the  Liquor  Traffic  1 ” The  second  was 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Y.  P.  S.  C.  E.,  on 
the  subject  “The  Rise  and  Fall  of  Roman- 
ism.” Both  addresses  were  greatly  en- 
joyed. 

New  Alexandria,  Pa. — The  next  meeting 
of  the  Pittsburg  Women’s  Presbyterial  So- 
ciety will  be  held  in  New  Alexandria,  Pa., 
on  the  10th  of  May,  1:30  p.  m.  The  Main 
Line  Express,  which  leaves  the  Union 
Depot,  Pittsburg,  at  8 a.  m.,  will  stop  at 
Donahue  Station,  where  a special  train  will 
be  waiting  to  convey  the  delegates  and 
friends  to  Crab  Tree.  Public  conveyances 
will  be  on  hand  to  take  all  who  come  to 
New  Alexandria,  which  is  distant  from 
Crab  Tree  Station  about  three  miles. 
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New  Castle. — Mrs.  Alex.  Stewart,  mother 
of  Missionary  James  Stewart,  who  was 
stricken  with  paralysis  some  months  since, 
is  slightly  improved  both  mentally  and 
physically.  She  is  still,  however,  in  a very 
critical  condition.  Her  husband,  who  has 
been  ill  for  some  weeks,  is  again  able  to  be 
about. 

Our  pastor  reports  having  spent  a very 
pleasant  week  in  Philadelphia  assisting  Dr. 
J.  C.  McFeeters  at  his  communion,  April  2, 
Sabbath.  He  and  his  estimable  wife,  who 
accompanied  him  on  the  trip,  were  most 
hospitably  received  by  the  pastor  and  peo- 
ple of  the  Second  Philadelphia  Congrega- 
tion. 

Our  own  communion,  April  4,  Sabbath, 
was  a refreshing  time.  The  pastor  was 
ably  assisted  by  Rev.  R.  C.  Montgomery, 
of  the  Third  Philadelphia  Congregation, 
and  Licentiate  M.  M.  Pearce,  of  Beaver 
Falls.  There  was  an  accession  of  eight  or 
ten,  mostly  on  profession  of  their  faith,  five 
of  the  number  being  from  families  having 
no  church  connection.  Com. 

New  Yoke. — The  Synod  of  the  Reformed 
Presbyterian  Church  adjourned  to  meet 
in  the  Walton,  N.  Y.,  Reformed  Pres- 
byterian Church,  on  Wednesday,  June 
1,  1898,  at  2 p.  m.  Clerks  of  Ses- 
sions will  please  forward  to  the  Clerk 
of  Synod  certificates  of  delegates,  stating 
also  the  alternates.  In  congregations  with- 
out pastors  certificates  will  be  signed  by 
the  Moderator  of  Session  appointed  by 
Presbytery  ; otherwise  by  a majority  of  the 
elders.  F.  M.  Foster, 

341  W.  29 th  St.  Clerk  of  Synod. 

New  York  Presbytery  met  pursuant  to 
adjournment  in  the  Third  New  York  Con- 
gregation on  April  19,  1898.  There  was  a 
full  attendance,  every  congregation  being 
represented  with  the  exception  of  West 
Hebron  and  White  Lake. 

The  election  of  officers  resulted  as  fol- 
lows : S.  R.  Wallace,  Moderator ; S.  Mc- 


Naugher,  Clerk;  and  T.  M.  Slater,  Assistant 
Clerk. 

Presbytery  noted  with  pleasure  the  pres- 
ence, as  a member  of  Presbytery,  of  W. 
M.  George,  the  lately  ordained  and  in- 
stalled pastor  of  Brooklyn  Congregation. 
A call  from  the  White  Lake  Congregation 
on  S.  R.  Wallace  was  presented,  and  by 
him  declined. 

Presbytery  having  heard  a statement 
from  J.  R.  Thompson,  pastor  of  Second 
Newburg  Congregation,  in  regard  to  re- 
ported violation  of  the  Church’s  position 
on  the  question  of  psalmody  by  the  C.  E. 
Society  of  that  congregation,  took  the 
following  action : Hesoloed,  That  Presby- 
tery condemn  the  singing  of  hymns,  as 
done  in  a meeting  of  the  Y.  P.  S.  C.  E.  of 
Second  Newburg  Congregation  on  Feb.  6, 
1898,  as  a violation  of  the  principles  of  the 
Reformed  Presbyterian  Church  and  of  the 
constitution  of  the  United  Society  of 
Christian  Endeavor;  direct  the  session  of 
Second  Newburg  to  assume  the  control  of 
the  Christian  Endeavor  Society,  and  will 
hold  session  responsible  for  the  course  of 
the  Society  in  the  future.  S.  R.  Wallace 
was  appointed  to  supply  in  Kortright  Con- 
gregation for  six  months.  W.  J.  Sanderson 
and  John  H.  Pritchard,  students  under  the 
care  of  Presbytery,  were  licensed  to  preach 
the  gospel  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

Samuel  McNaugher  was  appointed  to 
represent  Presbytery  on  the  floor  of  the 
Mission  Conference.  The  Third  New  York 
Congregation  was  directed  to  pay  the  claim 
of  the  Trustees  of  Synod  before  the  coming 
meeting  of  Synod.  Presbytery  adjourned 
to  meet  at  First  Boston  Congregation  on 
the  fourth  Tuesday  of  October,  1898. 

Samuel  McNaugher,  Clerk. 

The  following  memorial  minute  was 
placed  on  the  Records  of  Presbytery : 

In  the  death  of  Rev.  James  Kennedy,  D. 
D.,  who  departed  this  life  Jan.  26,  1898, 
having  then  been  a member  of  New  York 
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Presbytery  for  nearly  27  years,  we  have  lost 
an  efficient  co-laborer  and  wise  counsellor. 
James  Kennedy  was  born  in  the  North  of 
Ireland,  Aug.  15,  1818,  and  had  been  en- 
gaged in  pastoral  work  there  for  nearly  27 
years  before  coming  to  America.  Ordained 
and  installed  pastor  of  the  united  congre- 
gations of  Broadlane  and  Derrybeg,  New- 
tonlimavady,  May  18,  1843,  and  installed 
pastor  of  the  Fourth  Congregation  of  New 
York  City,  Nov.  13,  1870,  his  labors  as  an 
oi'dained  minister  were  neai'ly  equally  di- 
vided between  the  land  of  his  birth  and 
this  country.  Both  in  appeai’ance  and  in- 
tellectual equipment  he  was  a remarkable 
man.  His  sermons  always  bore  evidence  of 
careful  preparation.  They  were  marked 
by  clear  statements  of  gospel  truth  and 
vivid  illustrations  that  delighted  the  hear- 
er by  their  aptness  and  novelty  and  at  the 
same  time  served  to  fasten  precious  truth 
in  the  mind.  Tender  and  faithful  in  pas- 
toral work,  he  was  as  a dear  friend  in  the 
homes  of  the  people,  and  peculiarly  wel- 
come to  the  sick  and  dying  were  his  con- 
versations and  prayers.  James  Kennedy 
laid  all  his  fine  literai’y  attainments  at  the 
feet  of  Jesus  Chi’ist,  and  the  spii'ituality 
that  comes  only  from  close  communion 
with  God  was  an  influential  factor  in  his 
life  ministry.  He  was  indeed  “ a vessel  unto 
honor,  sanctified,  and  meet  for  the  Master’s 
use,  and  prepared  .unto  every  good  work.” 
As  a Pi-esbytery  we  record  our  apprecia- 
tion of  his  character  and  services  as  a man 
of  high-toned  piety,  an  able  xninister  of  the 
New  Testament,  a devoted  pastoi’,  and  a 
consistent  witness  for  the  crown  rights  of 
the  Redeemer,  our  sense  of  loss  in  his  re- 
moval, and  our  confidence  that  he  has  en- 
tered into  the  joy  of  his  Lord.  To  our 
departed  brother,  greatly  beloved,  life  was 
Christ  and  death  was  gain. 

R.  M.  SoMMERYILLE,  X 

Theodore  M.  Carlisle,  >•  Committee. 

Wm.  Pollock,  ) 


The  Lord’s  Supper  was  administered  in 
the  Fourth  Congregation  of  New  York 
early  in  the  month  of  March,  when  there 
was  an  accession  of  six,  of  whom  four 
were  received  by  confession  of  their  faith. 
On  the  second  Sabbath  of  April,  after 
unusually  interesting  preparatory  services, 
the  Third  Congregation  commemorated 
the  death  of  Christ.  The  pastor  enjoyed 
the  assistance  of  Rev.  W.  M.  George,  of 
Brooklyn,  and  was  encouraged  by  an 
accession  of  five.  A week  later  was 
Communion  Sabbath  in  the  Second  Con- 
gi’egation.  The  beautiful  weather,  the 
impressive  sermons  and  addresses  of  Rev. 
T.  M.  Slater,  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  and  the  lai’ge 
attendance  made  it  a day  long  to  be  re- 
membered. There  was  an  accession  of 
nine,  of  whom  only  one  was  received  on 
cex-tificate.  One  was  a convert  from  the 
Roman  Catholics  and  four  were  the  fruit 
of  the  Mission  el-Eman.  The  number  of 
communicants  has  been  decreased  by  the  re- 
cent death  of  Mrs.  Margaret  McCreery,  wife 
of  one  of  the  deacons,  in  the  47th  year  of  her 
age.  After  a lingering  illness,  borne  with 
calm  resignation  to  the  divine  will,  she 
passed  away  Saturday,  April  2d,  in  the 
peace  that  flows  from  a good  hope  through 
grace.  On  the  l'Zth  day  of  the  same 
month  Mrs.  Margaret  McCloy,  an  old  saint 
of  87  years,  was  also  taken  away.  Her 
death  was  the  result  of  an  accident,  but  it 
came  gentle  as  sleep  to  an  infant.  Poor 
in  this  world,  but  rich  in  faith,  and  an  heir 
of  the  Kingdom  God  has  promised  to  them 
that  love  Him,  she  has  entered  into  full 
possession  of  her  inheritance. 

Philadelphia,  Pa.  — The  Philadelphia 
Presbytery  met  in  the  Third  Church,  Phil- 
adelphia, April  12th,  at  2:30  p.  m.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  usual  routine  of  business,  Mr.  G. 
W.  F.  Benn.  student  of  theology,  gave,  as  a 
trial  for  licensure,  a ci-itical  exegesis  on 
Philippians  2 : 5-11,  which  was  unani- 
mously and  heartily  sustained  by  the  Pres- 
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bytery.  On  the  first  Tuesday  of  May,  in 
the  First  Church,  at  7:30  p.  m.,  Mr.  Benn 
will  give  a popular  lecture  as  an  additional 
trial  piece.  Arrangements  have  also  been 
made  for  his  examination  and  licensure  the 
same  evening.  Rev.  Fergus  Slater,  of  the 
M.  E.  Conference,  Camden  District,  New 
Jersey,  was  a consultative  member  through- 
out the  meeting. 

Mr.  Slater  also  made  application  to  be 
received  into  the  communion  of  our 
Church,  and  after  a very  satisfactory  exam- 
ination with  respect  to  the  doctrines  and 
practices  of  our  Church,  final  action  was 
deferred  till  the  meeting,  Tuesday,  May 
1st,  Mr.  Slater  not  yet  having  obtained  the 
usual  official  letters  from  the  Church  of 
which  he  is  now  a member.  Reports  from 
the  Philadelphia  congregations  were  most 
hopeful  and  encouraging.  Baltimore  and 
Conococheague  were  not  represented.  The 
conference  in  the  evening  was  well  at- 
tended, and  the  discussion  of  the  subject, 
“ The  Collection,”  was  prompt,  spirited  and 
helpful.  R.  C.  Montgomery,  Clerk. 

The  Third  Church  of  the  Covenanters 
has  just  closed  a delightful  communion 
season.  Rev.  Samuel  McNaugher,  of  First 
Boston,  was  the  assistant.  We  had  also 
the  presence  and  help  of  the  Revs.  W.  M. 
Hunter  and  E.  F.  Sherman.  All  of  these 
brethren  rendered  excellent  service,  and 
the  entire  season  was  of  a most  encourag- 
ing and  refreshing  nature. 

We  had  eleven  of  an  accession.  Eight 
of  these,  a noble  band  of  our  young  men, 
by  profession  of  faith.  The  others,  a man 
and  his  wife,  by  certificate  from  First 
Newburg,  N.  Y.,  and  a young  lady  by 
certificate  from  the  congregation  of  Drum- 
bolg,  Ireland.  Monday  evening  a thank- 
offering  amounting  to  $55  was  made  for 
the  liquidation  of  the  Foreign  Mission  debt. 
This  we  consider  a very  liberal  offering  on 
the  part  of  our  people,  inasmuch  as  our 
quota  to  the  Foreign  Mission  has  this  year 


been  made  up  in  full  some  time  ago.  How- 
ever, the  thank-offering  was  given  with  the 
utmost  simplicity  and  heartiness,  the  Spirit 
of  God  being  manifestly  present,  prompt- 
ing to  this  noble,  generous  and  practical 
response  to  the  call  of  duty.  May  the 
blessing  of  God  go  with  the  offering,  and 
may  the  Kingdom  of  our  blessed  Saviour 
be  enlarged  everywhere.  The  Pastor. 

The  Lord  is  blessing  the  work  in  the 
Mission  of  the  Covenant  to  Israel.  Since 
I returned  from  the  seminary  we  have  an- 
nexed an  evening  school  to  the  mission 
work.  This  school  is  opened  for  emi- 
grants. In  addition  to  the  instruction  we 
impart  in  the  English  language,  we  read  a 
chapter  either  from  the  Old  or  New  Testa- 
ments, explain  it,  sing  psalms  and  then  con- 
clude with  prayer.  As  many  as  can  only 
read  a little  English  join  us  in  singing  these 
psalms.  This  school  is  open  Mondays, 
Tuesdays  and  Thursdays  from  8 to  10  p.  m. 
The  sewing  school,  the  Sabbath  School  and 
the  services  on  Sabbath  evenings  are  well 
attended,  and  the  gospel  is  listened  to  by 
an  intelligent  class  of  persons. 

Moses  Greenberg. 

Topeka,  Kan. — At  the  beginning  of  1897 
the  Superintendent  of  the  Topeka  Sabbath 
School  offered  nickels  to  the  children  to 
invest  for  one  year,  then,  with  the  increase, 
to  be  paid  into  the  building  fund.  The 
result  as  shown  in  the  following  list  repre- 
sents effort,  self-denial  and  consecration 
that  might  well  be  imitated  by  children  of 
larger  growth : Leigh  Matthews,  $1.05; 

Clara  McClure,  50c.;  Christina  McClelland, 
$1.45;  DeMoyne  McClelland,  <$1.46;  Avis 
Scott,  85c.;  Florence  Scott,  85c.;  Earls  Mc- 
Clelland, $1.00;  Charlie  Woodburn,  93c.; 
Fred  Woodburn,  50c.  A Member. 

Vernon,  Wis. — According  to  minutes  of 
Synod  (1896,  p.  38),  reports  of  Presbyteries 
are  to  be  in  my  hands  by  May  15th. 

Isaiah  Faris, 

Ch.  Com.  on  Pres.  Reports. 
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THREE  EPOCHS  OF  AMERICAN 
CHURCH  HISTORY. 

The  Third  Epoch — 1833  to  1891. 

{Continued  from  page  119.) 

Foreign  Missions. — In  1818  the  first 
definite  action  was  taken.  The  record 
reads  : “ The  Synod  agree  that  a Com- 
mittee be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  establishing  foreign  missions. 
Revs.  J.  R.  Willson  and  Dr.  Alexander 
McLeod  are  that  Committee.”  The  only 
reference  in  the  Minutes  of  1819,  the  next 
Synod,  is  as  follows  : “ Agreed,  that  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Missions  be 
received  and  referred.”  Nothing  more  is 
heard  of  it.  In  1831,  Synod  organized  a 
Home  Mission  Board,  consisting  of  Revs. 
S.  W.  Crawford,  Samuel  M.  Willson  and 
Thomas  C.  Guthrie,  with  Elders  Thomas 
McAdam,  of  Philadelphia,  and  Robert 
Brown,  of  Greensburgh,  Pa.  The  mis- 
sionaries to  be  employed  by  the  Board 
were  to  be  under  the  direction  of  those 
Presbyteries  within  whose  bounds  they 
labored,  and  as  long  as  they  continued 
within  those  bounds.  William  Wilson  and 
John  H.  Symmes,  licentiates,  had  been 
ordained  sine  titulo  two  months  previous 
to  the  organization  of  the  Board,  and  they 
were  now  employed.  The  next  year  Mr. 
Symmes  withdrew  to  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  Mr.  Wilson  settled  at  Milton, 
Pa.  At  the  same  meeting  of  Synod,  1831, 
the  proposition  of  the  Synod  of  Ireland 
respecting  a junction  with  our  Synod  in 
conducting  missionary  operations  in  New 
Brunswick  and  Nova  Scotia,  was  referred 
to  this  Board.  In  1833,  a project  was  to 
be  presented  looking  towards  the  estab- 
lishment of  a Foreign  Mission,  but  those 
largely  interested  in  it  went  with  the  New 
School  body,  and  they  shortly  afterwards 
established  a mission  in  India. 


The  subject  was  not  considered  again 
until  the  Synod  of  1841,  when  the  mission- 
ary society  of  the  First  Philadelphia  con- 
gregation, with  Thomas  Carson,  President, 
and  Walter  Bradford,  Secretary,  sent  a 
lengthy  memorial,  urging  upon  Synod  the 
immediate  duty  of  inaugurating  a Foreign 
Mission.  The  committee  to  which  the 
memorial  was  referred  (Rev.  Hugh  Walk- 
inshaw,  Chairman),  recommended,  among 
other  things,  immediate  action,  and  that 
“ Synod  have  the  sole  management,”  and 
also  “ contribute  to  the  support  of  two 
young  men  of  piety  and  promising  talents, 
when  such  can  be  found,  who  would  de- 
vote themselves  to  Foreign  Missions.”  In 
1843,  Synod  appointed  the  following  spe- 
cial Committee  to  take  measures,  as  soon 
as  practicable,  for  the  establishment  of  a 
Foreign  Mission,  viz.  : Revs.  Thomas 

Sproull,  Robert  Hutcheson,  J.  M.  Willson, 
Hugh  Stevenson,  John  Fisher,  and  Elder 
John  Campbell,  of  Rochester,  N.  Y.  They 
reported : 

“ The  Committee  on  Foreign  Missions  re- 
spectfully report : 

That  they  judge  it  to  be  the  duty  of 
Synod  to  proceed  to  some  efficient  action 
in  this  matter.  No  argument  is  needed  on 
this  subject  after  the  documents  published 
in  your  Minutes  of  last  session ; all  are 
aware  of  the  obligation  to  ‘ preach  the 
gospel  to  every  creature 

Your  Committee  would  recommend : 

1.  That  the  West  India  Islands  be  the 
field  of  operation,  and  the  Island  of  St. 
Thomas  the  place  of  beginning. 

2.  That  the  plan  of  raising  funds  al- 
ready contained  in  the  Minutes  of  last  ses- 
sion, page  321,  be  carried  into  effect,  viz.  : 
that  Presbyteries  transmit  to  a treasurer 
appointed  by  Synod,  the  contributions  of 
their  congregations.  Presbyteries  and  con- 
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gregations  to  adopt  such  measures  in  rais- 
ing funds  as  they  deem  suitable. 

3.  That  Hugh  Glassford  be  appointed 
treasurer  to  receive  such  sums  as  may  be 
forwarded  for  this  purpose,  and  report  to 
next  meeting  of  Synod. 

4.  That  Synod  proceed  forthwith  to  ascer- 
tain whether  any  minister  or  licentiate  can 
be  obtained  to  go  and  explore  the  field  of 
labor. 

5.  That  such  person  commence  the  tour 

of  exploration  by  the  first  of  November, 
1844.  T.  Sproull,  Ch’n. 

M.  Roney,  J.  M.  Willson,  and  D.  Scott, 
ministers,  with  W.  Bradford,  and  H.  Glass- 
ford,  ruling  elders,  were  appointed  a Com- 
mittee to  superintend  and  direct  the  opera- 
tions of  the  Missionary  contemplated  in  the 
above  report,  and  to  disburse  the  funds  that 
may  be  collected  for  his  support.  They 
were  also  authorized  and  directed  to  en- 
deavor to  procure  a suitable  person  to  ex- 
plore the  field  of  labor.” 

In  1845,  the  Committee  reported  that 
“ there  were  peculiar  hindrances  to  mission- 
ary operations  on  our  part  in  the  Island  of 
St.  Thomas,”  and  it  was  “ Hesolved,  That 
the  instructions  formerly  given,  so  far  as 
they  relate  to  the  location  of  the  mission, 
be  rescinded,  and  the  Committee  left  free 
in  that  respect.”  The  Committee  was  in- 
creased, so  that  it  now  comprised  the  fol- 
lowing persons  : Rev.  Moses  Roney, 

Chairman ; Revs.  J.  M.  Willson,  David 
Scott,  James  Christie  and  Andrew  Steven- 
son ; with  Eldei's  John  Brown  (1st  N.  Y.), 
Hugh  Glassford  (2d  N.  Y.),  and  Walter 
Bradford  (1st  Phila.).  This  committee 
soon  afterwards  selected  the  Island  of 
Hayti,  with  Port  au  Prince  as  the  center 
of  operations,  and,  in  the  fall  of  1846, 
sent  out  the  Rev.  J.  B.  Johnston,  of  North- 
wood,  Ohio,  to  explore  the  field.  His 
elaborate  and  encouraging  report  led 
Synod,  in  1847,  to  settle  upon  this  field, 
and  proceed  to  elect  two  missionaries. 


Synod  proceeded  by  ballot,  and  Rev.  Jo- 
seph W.  Morton  and  A.  McLeod  Milligan, 
licentiate,  were  chosen.  Mr.  Morton  ac- 
cepted, but  Mr.  Milligan  declined.  Robert 
J.  Dodds,  student  of  theology,  was 
chosen.  In  the  fall  of  1847,  Mr.  Morton 
and  family  repaired  to  Port  au  Prince  and 
opened  a successful  school.  The  next 
year,  however,  he  changed  his  views,  deny- 
ing that  the  first  day  of  the  week  was  the 
Christian  Sabbath.  He  returned  in  the 
spring  of  1849  to  lay  his  case  before 
Synod,  and  was  suspended.  The  mission 
was  abandoned  and  Mr.  Dodds,  who  had 
then  been  ordained  for  the  field,  was  not 
sent  out. 

Not  until  the  meeting  of  Synod  in  1855, 
was  anything  devised  looking  towards  the 
establishing  of  a mission.  This  year  the 
Committee  on  Missions  recommended  the 
establishment  of  a Foreign  Mission,  and 
“ suggested  that  should  Hayti  not  be 
deemed  suitable,  that  Mexico,  or  some 
part  of  South  America,  receive  the  thought- 
ful attention  of  Synod.”  A new  Board  of 
Missions,  who  should  devise  ways  and 
means  to  sustain  a mission,  and  also  to  se- 
lect a field  and  missionaries,  consisted  of 
Revs.  J.  M.  Willson,  A.  M.  Milligan,  John 
Crawford  and  S.  O.  Wylie,  with  Elders 
William  Brown  and  John  Caldwell.  In 
their  report  to  the  Synod  of  1856,  they 
seriously  considered  India  as  a field  of 
labors,  but  finally  submitted  the  follow- 
ing recommendations  : 

“ 1.  That  Syria  be  the  field  of  our  for- 
eign missions. 

2.  That  R.  J.  Dodds  and  John  Craw- 
ford be  appointed  our  foreign  mission- 
aries. 

3.  That  the  missionaries  be  left  to 
their  own  discretion  in  the  choice  of  the 
particular  field  of  labor. 

4.  That  the  salaries  of  the  missionaries 
be,  for  a single  missionary,  $600  per  an- 
num ; for  a missionary  with  a family,  $900, 
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5.  That  the  estimated  expense  of  the 
outfit  and  conducting  of  the  mission  be 
presented  before  our  congregations,  and 
that  they  be  commended  to  give  as  God 
has  prospered  them,  to  sustain  the  mission, 
and  to  enable  the  Synod  to  increase  and 
extend  in  future  our  missionary  efforts. 

6.  That  the  contributions  be  forwarded 
at  least  semi-annually  to  the  treasurer, 
who  shall  forward  to  the  missionaries  the 
necessary  funds,  according  to  the  order  of 
the  Board. 

7.  That  the  mission  be  put  in  opera- 
tion, if  practicable,  during  the  coming 
autumn.” 

Mr.  Dodds  at  once  accepted,  but  Mr. 
Crawford  declined  on  account  of  his  im- 
paired health.  Synod  then  chose  Bev.  N. 
R.  Johnston,  who  declined.  Mr.  Joseph 
Beattie,  licentiate,  was  then  unanimously 
chosen,  accepted , and  “the  report  was 
joyfully  accepted  and  adopted,”  and  ar- 
rangements made  for  his  ordination. 

Revs.  Robert  J.  Dodds  and  Joseph 
Beattie,  with  their  families,  sailed  for  Syria, 
in  October,  1856,  and  thus  the  first  success- 
ful Foreign  Mission  of  our  Church  was  es- 
tablished. 

The  War. — During  the  Revolutionary 
War  the  Covenanters  went  heart  and  hand 
in  resisting  the  tyrannical  British  arm 
which  was  uplifted  for  their  persecution 
and  oppression.  There  were  no  Tories 
among  them.  The  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence is  a national  comment  on  the 
great  principles  for  which  the  Covenanters 
uniformly  contended.  As  to  the  War  of 
1812,  the  historical  part  of  the  Testimony 
says : “ On  account  of  the  impressment  of 

American  seamen,  depredations  on  com- 
merce and  attacks  on  armed  vessels,  the 
United  States  Congress  declared  war 
against  Great  Britain.  Reformed  Presby- 
terians generally  thought  it  their  duty  to 
aid  in  the  defence  of  their  country,  as  they 
believed  there  was  just  cause  for  the  decla- 


ration of  war.”  As  many  Covenanters  were 
then  aliens,  and  could  not  take  the  regular 
oath  of  naturalization,  Synod  framed  a 
statement  which,  while  it  assured  the 
authorities  that  Covenanters  renounced  all 
foreign  allegiance  and  that  they  would  de- 
fend the  integrity  of  the  country  against 
all  enemies,  yet  it  contained  no  recognition 
of  the  government  as  rightly  constituted. 
It  was  rather  an  expression  of  our  patriot- 
ism while  adhering  to  our  position  of  dis- 
sent. Our  relationship  and  duty  towards 
the  War  of  the  Rebellion  were  not  so  easily 
defined.  At  the  breaking  out  of  the  war, 
Synod  felt  called  upon,  in  1861,  to  outline 
the  position  of  the  Church.  While  recog- 
nizing that  the  war  was  in  the  interests  of 
human  slavery  against  the  United  States, 
and,  while  ready  to  testify  to  the  numerous 
excellencies  in  the  laws  and  institutions, 
and  that  they  took  a deep  interest  in  the 
nation  as  the  land  of  promised  independ- 
ence and  freedom,  yet  Covenanters  were 
constrained  in  conscience  to  continue  to 
dissent  from  the  Constitution  because  of 
its  political  atheism.  That  the  position, 
however,  might  be  fully  understood,  Synod 
declared : 

“ (1.)  That  we  disclaim  all  allegiance  to 
the  government  of  any  foreign  nation. 

(2.)  That  we  ‘ consider  ourselves  under 
obligations  to  live  peaceably  with  all  men, 
to  advance  the  good  of  society,  and  to  con- 
form to  its  order  in  everything  consistent 
with  righteousness.’ 

(3.)  That  we  disown  all  sympathy,  even 
the  least,  with  the  traitors  styling  them- 
selves ‘the  Confederate  States,’  now  in 
arms  against  these  United  States. 

(4.)  That  we  will,  as  true  patriots,  de- 
fend this,  our  common  country,  against 
these  and  all  like  enemies.” 

The  ordinary  soldier’s  oath  was  objec- 
tionable, and  Synod  appointed  a Committee 
to  obtain  from  the  government  the  sanction 
of  the  following  oath : “I  do  swear  by 
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the  living  God,  that  I will  be  faithful  to 
the  United  States,  and  will  aid  and  defend 
them  against  the  armies  of  the  Confederate 
States,  yielding  all  due  obedience  to  mili- 
tary orders.”  This  action  was  generally 
satisfactory  inasmuch  as  it  neither  encour- 
aged men  to  go  into  the  army,  nor  pledged 
them  to  support  the  immoral  Constitution. 
Covenanters  were  gladly  taken  into  the  serv- 
ice not  only  upon  this  oath,  but,  when  they 
were  known,  without  any  oath.  It  is  our 
army  record  that  not  a Covenanter  fought 
in  behalf  of  the  Southern  Confederacy. 
Several  times  Committees  of  Synod  were 
sent  to  Washington  to  confer  with  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  to  show 
him  that  the  nation  should  repent  of  its 
sins,  abandon  its  rebellion  against  God, 
and  recognize  the  authority  of  His  Son, 
King  Jesus.  The  National  Reform  Asso- 
ciation was  organized  in  1863,  and  was  the 
blessed  instrumentality  in  calling  attention 
to  national  evils  and  arousing  a sentiment 
for  the  amendment  of  the  Constitution  so 
that  the  claims  and  authority  of  the  Media- 
tor might  be  suitably  acknowledged. 

( Concluded  in  next  issue.) 

W.  M.  Glasgow. 

Beaoer  Falls,  Fa. 

SUADIA  NAZARITES. 

Recently  a Fellah  boy  was  received  into 
school  from  a neighborhood  that  I have 
tried  to  induce  to  send  boys  to  our  school, 
but  in  vain,  these  years  past.  His  name, 
according  to  his  own  pronunciation,  is 
Makiel. 

As  our  good  friends  in  the  Indian  Mis- 
sion can  testify,  such  pupils  are  likely  to 
have  a colonized  head — not,  however,  with 
ideas.  This  boy  was  no  exception  to  the 
class,  and  hence  a tonsure  was  in  order. 
But  on  removing  his  red  Turkish  cap,  there 
lay  in  a coil,  on  the  top  of  his  head,  a wisp 
of  hair  about  eleven  inches  long.  This 
had  been  left  growing  from  the  crown  of 


the  head  from  bis  infant  days,  although  the 
rest  of  the  scalp  had  been  shaved  fre- 
quently, and  even  now  had  a growth  of 
short  hair  on  it.  He  was  asked, 

“ What  is  this  long  hair  for?  ’’ 

“ I am  a Nazarite.”  “ To  whom  are  you 
devoted  ? ” “ To  Sheik  Sooleyman  Sauley.” 
“Are  you  devoted  for  life?”  “No,  only 
until  I am  grown  up.” 

To  have  cut  off  this  lock  of  hair  at  this 
time  would  have  given  great  offence,  as  it 
would  be  the  indication  that  his  vow  was 
broken.  We  have  had  such  boys  before, 
and,  so  far  as  I remember,  they  have  all, 
sooner  or  later,  given  up  to  being  shorn  or 
shaved,  and  this  as  the  result  of  gospel 
light  and  the  constant  pressure  brought 
to  bear  by  instruction  as  to  the  folly  of 
such  a custom  when  wholly  destitute  of  any 
spiritual  power.  Not  least  among  the  re- 
forming influences  are  the  jesting  remarks 
of  older  school  boys  on  a subject  capable 
of  so  many  jocose  remarks. 

Were  these  pagan  Fellaheen  the  only 
ones  addicted  to  these  superstitious  prac- 
tices, one  might  think  less  about  the  abject 
slavery  of  these  Orientals  to  a religion  that 
works  by  human  merit  hoping  for  salva- 
tion. But  this  same  Judaistic  servitude  to 
carnal  ordinances  binds  its  burdens  with  as 
strong  a cord  on  the  shoulders  of  nominal 
Christians  here,  who  run  to  the  same  excess 
of  folly  in  these  things.  The  purpose  to 
which  these  Nazarites  are  devoted  varies 
according  to  the  many  schemes  which  a 
wily  priestcraft  is  so  quick  to  contrive. 
The  Fellaheen  pay  their  redemption  money 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  tomb  of  some 
noted  Sheik,  which,  in  reality,  means  that 
the  descendants  of  this  demigod  are  able 
to  live  in  pretended  holiness,  in  ease  and 
laziness,  just  as  live  the  nuns  and  monks  of 
the  convents  and  monasteries  of  papal 
lands.  And  here  this  is  the  very  purpose 
for  which  the  annual  tax  is  collected  by  the 
agent  of  the  Greek  Archimandrite  year  by 
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year.  The  agent  who  collects  this  revenue 
here  in  Suadia,  lives  in  Latakia,  where  the 
Metron  (Bishop)  lives. 

This  poll  tax  amounts  to  about  4 cents 
per  head  annually,  which,  as  compared 
with  the  value  of  labor  in  America,  equals 
about  25  cents.  One  may  redeem  himself 
by  paying  a specified  sum  at  one  time. 
This  ransom  rarely  ever  amounts  to  more 
than  one  lira,  or,  compared  by  wages  scale, 
equals  $25.00,  or  such  a matter.  Houses 
and  lands,  cows  and  other  animals,  are  fre- 
quently devoted,  paying  a like  tax.  Nearly 
all  the  adjacent  gardens  on  the  one  side  of 
our  property  here  are  devoted  to  St. 
George.  The  object  in  view  in  all  such 
devoted  persons  or  things  is  to  secure 
special  blessings  and  special  forgiveness 
by  the  intercession  of  the  patron  saint. 
Poor,  miserable,  blind — these  devotees  of 
superstition,  these  dupes  of  cunning  craft 
are  seeking  after  vanity,  when  here,  in 
their  reach,  is  the  light  of  the  gospel, 
capable  of  showing  them  the  only  Saviour, 
Him  in  whom  are  all  things. 

J.  Boggs  Dodds. 

Suadia,  Syria. 

RAISING  HIS  OWN  SALARY. 

The  following  paragraphs  are  taken  from 
a suggestive  paper  by  Mr.  F.  S.  Brockman, 
in  the  Student  Volunteer  for  January,  on 
“The  Reasonableness  and  Feasibility  of 
Securing  One’s  Support  ” : 

“ The  impression  seems  to  be  widespread 
and  deep-seated  among  volunteers  that  our 
responsibility  forgetting  to  the  field  is  ended 
when  we  have  secured  the  necessary  prepa- 
ration and  placed  ourselves  in  the  hands  of 
a missionary  society.  If  that  society  has 
not  the  money  on  hand  to  send  us,  we  are 
inclined  to  wash  our  hands  of  the  whole 
matter  and  rejoice  in  the  consciousness  that 
we  have  exhausted  the  resources  of  God. 
Is  it  not  possible  that  this  impression  is 
false  ? Is  it  born  of  long  and  careful  study 


of  God’s  Word?  Is  it  a result  of  the  teach- 
ings of  the  Holy  Spirit  ? Has  it  come  after 
much  prayerful  thought  ? 

“ Certainly  there  can  be  nothing  con- 
trary to  the  teachings  of  God’s  Word,  the 
leading  of  the  Spirit,  or  the  dictates  of 
common  sense,  in  the  assumption  that  God 
may  be  testing  by  this  very  difficulty  the 
strength  of  our  purpose  or  the  largeness 
of  our  faith.  He  so  tested  every  hero  of 
Bible  history ; our  Lord  Himself  was 
tempted  in  the  wilderness  before  He 
preached  the  Gospel  of  the  Kingdom.  To 
secure  the  guarantee  of  one’s  living  for 
from  six  to  ten  years  is  not,  in  most  cases, 
a small  undertaking;  but  a few  consider- 
ations will  lead  one  to  see  that  the  attempt 
is  not  unreasonable. 

“ Christian  people  have  all  the  money 
that  is  needed  to  send  out  every  volunteer 
and  five  times  as  many  more.  No  census 
report  is  needed  to  prove  this ; it  is  shown 
by  their  gifts  to  less  worthy  objects.  It  is 
a mistake  to  stay  at  home  to  make  money 
to  send  a substitute.  There  is  plenty  of 
money  already ; it  needs  only  to  be  turned 
into  the  right  channels. 

“Again,  Christian  people  are  failing  to 
give,  not  because  of  a disbelief  in  foreign 
missions,  but  because  of  ignorance  of  the 
urgency  and  greatness  of  the  need  in  for- 
eign lands.  The  same  considerations  which 
have  led  the  volunteer  to  go  will  lead  the 
people  to  giv£ 

“ And  then  what  an  appeal  the  volunteer 
has ! Neither  the  missionary  secretary  nor 
pastor,  though  never  so  interested  nor  elo- 
quent, can  compare  with  him  here.  He 
can  say : ‘ God  has  told  us  that  if  we  warn 
not  the  wicked  of  their  sin,  their  blood  will 
be  upon  our  heads.  I put  my  life  against 
your  money  ; will  you  not  send  me  ? ’ The 
Church  is  not  degenerate  that  it  should 
despise  such  an  appeal.  There  are  those 
who  have  not  bowed  their  knee  to  Baal. 
Wealthy  people  have  not  been  giving  be- 
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cause  their  hearts  have  not  been  touched. 
What  can  touch  their  hearts  like  the  volun- 
teer’s plea  to  be  sent  to  the  heathen?” 

The  article  contains  the  following  ex- 
amples : “ A well-equipped  volunteer  was 
told  last  September  that  there  was  no  pos- 
sible chance  to  send  him  unless  he  could 
assume  the  responsibility  of  getting  his 
salary  and  expenses.  Although  compelled 
to  give  most  of  his  time  to  the  earning  of 
a living,  he  had  found  in  less  than  sixty 
days  two  persons  who  pledged  all  their 
property  to  insure  his  support  for  five 
years.  A Pennsylvania  volunteer,  after 
eight  years  of  preparation,  and  after  hav- 
ing been  appointed  to  a definite  field,  was 
notified  that  he  could  not  be  sent.  His 
first  address,  given  to  secure  his  support, 
touched  the  heart  of  a woman  who  had  in- 
herited a fortune  a few  weeks  before.  No 
longer  ago  than  yesterday  a volunteer,  who 
has  been  giving  much  time  to  speaking  in 
the  churches,  told  me  that  three  different 
churches  had  volunteered  to  support  him. 
One  young  woman  got  a church  to  increase 
its  gifts  tenfold  to  send  her.’’ 

How  pregnant  the  words  with  which  the 
writer  closes  : “ Of  course,  in  all  cases  the 
volunteer  will  keep  in  close  touch  with  the 
authorities  of  his  Church  and  secure  their 
co-operation  in  all  his  plans.  But  in  closer 
touch  still  must  he  keep  with  God.  Suc- 
cess will  probably  come  only  by  waiting 
hour  after  hour  upon  Him ; but  remember 
Eliot’s  motto,  ‘Prayer  and  pains  through 
faith  in  Jesus  Christ  will  accomplish  any- 
thing.’ ” 

THE  REASONS. 

So  you  are  not  going  to  church  this 
morning,  my  son. 

Ah ! yes,  I see.  “ The  music  is  not 
good’’ — that’s  a pity;  that’s  what  you  are 
going  to  church  for,  to  hear  the  music. 
And  the  less  we  pay,  the  better  music  we 
demand. 

“ And  the  pews  are  not  comfortable.” 


That’s  too  bad — the  Sabbath  is  a day  of  rest, 
and  we  go  to  church  to  repose.  The  less 
we  do  during  the  week,  the  more  rest  we 
clamor  for  on  the  Sabbath. 

“The  church  is  so  far  away,  it  is  too  far 
to  walk,  and  you  detest  riding  in  a street 
car,  and  they’re  always  crowded  on  Sabbath 
day.”  That  is,  indeed,  distressing;  some- 
times, when  I think  how  much  farther 
away  heaven  is  than  the  church,  and  that 
there  are  no  conveyances  on  the  road,  of 
any  description,  I wonder  how  some  of  us 
are  going  to  get  there. 

“And  the  sermon  is  so  long  always.” 
All  these  things  are,  indeed,  to  be  regretted. 
I would  regret  them  more  sincerely,  my 
boy,  did  I not  know  that  you  will  often 
squeeze  into  a stuffed  street  car,  with  a 
hundred  other  men,  breathing  an  incense 
of  whiskey,  beer  and  tobacco,  and  hang  on 
a strap  by  your  eyelids  for  two  miles,  then 
pay  fifty  cents  for  the  privilege  of  sitting 
on  a rough  plank  in  the  broiling  sun  for 
two  hours  longer,  while,  in  the  intervals  of 
the  game,  a scratch  band  will  blow  discord- 
ant thunder  out  of  a dozen  misfit  horns 
right  in  your  ears,  and  then  come  home  to 
talk  the  rest  of  the  family  into  a state  of 
aural  paralysis  about  the  “ dandiest  game 
you  ever  saw  played  on  that  ground.” 

Ah  ! my  boy,  see  what  staying  away  from 
church  does.  It  develops  a habit  of  lying. 
There  isn’t  one  man  in  a hundred  who 
could  go  on  the  witness  stand  and  give 
under  oath  the  same  reasons  for  not  going 
to  church  that  he  gives  to  his  family  every 
Sabbath  morning.  My  son,  if  you  didn’t 
think  you  ought  to  go,  you  wouldn’t  make 
any  excuse  for  not  going.  No  man  apolo- 
gizes for  doing  right. — Bob  Burdette. 


“Jesus  came  to  Nazareth  where  He  had 
been  brought  up  ; and,  as  Mis  custom  was, 
He  went  into  the  Synagogue  on  the  Sab- 
bath day.” — Luke. 
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A MEMORIAL  WREATH. 

A good  man  has  passed  away.  He  had 
nearly  reached  his  eightieth  year,  but  was 
erect  as  in  youth,  the  only  marks  of  ad- 


vanced age  a feebler  step  and  silvery  locks. 
There  is  no  picture  more  beautiful  than 
that  of  an  old  man  of  fourscore  who  all  his 
life  has  been  growing  in  holiness.  Ex- 


fa  7k  d^U***- 


posed  to  many  temptations,  he  has  tri- 
umphed over  them.  More  than  a decade 
of  Sabbaths  given  for  the  culture  of  the 


Christ-life  have  come  and  gone,  leaving 
him  more  holy,  more  full  of  love  to  the  Sa- 
viour, and  more  ready  to  part  with  the 
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world.  The  varied  experiences  that  check- 
ered his  earthly  career  have  not  only  in- 
creased his  knowledge,  but  also  broadened 
his  sympathies,  chastened  his  spirit  and 
intensified  his  longing  for  complete  purity. 
He  is  a living  embodiment  of  vital  Chris- 
tianity. His  presence  in  any  community  is 
a benediction. 

Such  a man  was  James  Kennedy,  when, 
four  months  before  his  death,  he  was  leav- 
ing New  York  to  make  his  home  with  his 
eldest  daughter,  wife  of  Dr.  W.  S.  Morri- 
son, a physician  in  the  city  of  St.  John,  N. 
B.  The  old  familiar  smile  lighted  up  his 
features  as  he  shook  hands  with  me  and 
wished  me  good  success  in  my  work.  He 
is  gone,  and  children,  friends  and  asso- 
ciates in  gospel  labor  feel  that  another  tie 
which  bound  them  to  the  world  has  been 
broken.  But  no  one  can  recall  the  story  of 
his  life  and  the  growing  excellence  of  his 
advancing  years  without  the  confident  as- 
surance that  he  is  now  with  Christ.  As  I 
lay  this  simple  wreath  upon  his  grave,  I 
can  hear  a voice  from  heaven  saying, 
“ Blessed  are  the  dead  who  die  in  the  Lord.” 

James  Kennedy  was  born  Aug.  15,  1818, 
near  Coleraine,  Ireland.  He  had  a godly 
father  and  mother,  but  they  were  in  hum- 
ble circumstances,  and  consequently,  like 
many  others  who  have  risen  to  eminence  in 
the  world,  the  boy  had  a struggle  to  obtain 
an  education.  After  working  all  day  on 
the  farm,  he  spent  the  evening  in  poring 
over  his  books,  and  often  the  only  light  he 
had  came  from  a peat  fire  on  the  hearth. 
But  he  persevered  and  was  successful.  His 
preparatory  training  was  received  in  the 
classical  school  of  Rev.  James  Bryce,  and 
he  graduated  from  the  Belfast  Academical 
Institution  in  1840.  He  studied  theology 
in  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Hall,  Pais- 
ley, Scotland,  and  his  services  as  a minister 
of  the  gospel  began  with  his  licensure  by 
the  Northern  Presbytery  in  Ireland,  May 
10, 1842.  Exactly  eight  days  more  than  a 


year  after,  he  was  ordained  by  the  Western 
Presbytery  and  installed  pastor  of  the 
united  congregations  of  Broadlane  and 
Derrybeg,  Limavady,  where  he  labored 
faithfully  and  successfully  for  more  than 
27  years.  Having  received  a call  from  the 
Fourth  Congregation  of  New  York  City, 
he  resigned  this  charge  in  the  summer  of 
1870,  and  in  the  autumn  of  the  same  year 
was  installed  pastor  of  that  congregation, 
where  he  remained  till  the  autumn  of 
1894,  when  he  felt  it  necessary  to  lay  down 
the  burden  of  a pastorate.  During  that 
long  period  of  service,  he  discharged  all 
duties  with  a self-sacrificing  zeal  that  de- 
clined even  the  holiday  rest  allowed  city 
ministers  during  the  heated  term. 

On  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic  Mr.  Ken- 
nedy stood  very  high  in  the  esteem  of  his 
brethren.  He  was  Moderator  of  the  Irish 
Syno  1 in  1846,  and  in  1875  the  American 
Synod  called  him  to  the  same  position.  He 
received  the  degree  of  D.  D.  from  Geneva 
College,  Beaver  Falls,  Pa.,  in  1886,  and  in 
the  same  year  was  elected  to  a chair  in  the 
Theological  Seminary,  Allegheny,  Pa.  This 
position,  however,  which  he  was  so  admir- 
ably qualified  to  fill,  he  was  constrained  to 
decline.  In  1884  he  was  appointed  a mem- 
ber of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  and 
was  for  many  years  the  beloved  and  efficient 
President.  As  in  other  schemes  of  the 
Church,  he  was  deeply  interested  in  its  for- 
eign missionary  work.  Many  will  recall 
the  deep  spirituality  and  evangelistic  ring, 
as  well  as  literary  excellence,  of  the  articles 
he  contributed  to  the  Herald  of  Mission 
News  on  such  themes  as  “ Baptized  for  the 
Dead,”  “ The  Relation  of  the  Spirit  to  the 
Work  of  Missions,’’  etc. 

Home  relationships  are  too  sacred  to  be 
meddled  with.  It  is  enough  to  say  that 
his  marriage  to  Miss  Conn,  of  Coleraine, 
May  9, 1848,  was  a most  happy  union.  They 
were  blessed  with  a family  of  eight  chil- 
dren, of  whom  only  three  survive  him. 
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The  death  of  this  venerated  servant  of 
Jesus  Christ  took  place  Wednesday,  Jan. 
26,  1898,  and  after  appropriate  funeral 
services  at  the  residence  of  Mr.  Hugh 
O’Neill,  whose  wife  was  Miss  Caroline  Ken- 
nedy, a daughter  of  his  brother  Robert, 
and  a confidential  friend,  his  remains  were 
laid  beside  those  of  his  wife,  two  daughters 
and  a son  in  Bronxville  Cemetery,  N.  Y. 

The  first  time  I met  James  Kennedy  I 
was  only  a lad  of  sixteen.  He  had  then 
been  in  the  ministry  ten  years.  Well 
educated  and  having  received  a careful 
training  in  theology  under  the  eminent 
Andrew  Symington,  he  was  ordained  to  his 
first  pastorate  in  1843,  a year  famous  in 
the  ecclesiastical  history  of  Scotland  as  that 
when  more  than  four  hundred  ministers 
renounced  their  livings  in  the  National  Es- 
tablishment and  organized  the  Free  Kirk. 
From  that  time  onward  it  was  his  great  de- 
light to  preach  the  gospel  of  the  Kingdom. 

Nothing  more  impressed  me  in  my  inter- 
course with  Mr.  Kennedy  than  his  devo- 
tional spirit.  He  lived  with  God.  Every 
one  who  has  heard  him  pray  will  recall  how 
he  lifted  you  into  the  presence  of  the  King, 
and  held  you  there  while  he  talked  with 
Him.  Often  in  hearing  him  preach  I have 
felt  that  he  was  presenting  to  others  truths 
that  had  been  wrought  out  in  his  own  ex- 
perience before  he  took  them  into  the  pul- 
pit. Not  merely  an  amiable,  gifted,  serious- 
minded  man  was  James  Kennedy,  but  a 
man  who  lived  in  close  and  constant  con- 
tact with  the  Saviour,  Even  in  his  ordinary 
correspondence  this  spirit  appears,  every 
letter  closing  with  “ Yours  in  covenant 
bonds,”  or  “ Yours  in  the  service  of  Christ,” 
or  “ Yours  for  time  and  eternity,”  etc. 
I think  it  may  be  said  of  him,  as  was  said 
of  Hewitson : “ He  seemed  to  have  no 
gaps,  no  intervals,  in  his  communion  with 
God.”  His  life-story  supplies  a fresh  proof 
and  illustration  that  the  men  who  have 
been  most  honored  of  God  to  apprehend 


His  will  and  bless  society  were  not  only 
close  students  of  the  Bible,  but  men  of 
deep-toned  piety.  In  this  respect  he  has 
left  an  example,  and  being  dead  he  yet 
speaketh.  He  says  : “ You  must  be  living 
Christians  if  you  would  be  instrumental 
in  leading  others  to  Christ.  It  is  only 
then  that  you  can  know  the  preciousness 
of  rest  in  Him,  and  with  yearning  tender- 
ness beseech  others  to  commit  their  inter- 
ests  into  His  hands.”  The  sun  gives 
warmth  as  well  as  light,  and  so  must  every 
one  who  would  save  souls  and  uplift  society. 

Another  thing  that  marked  his  character 
and  life  was  fidelity  to  the  trust  committed 
to  him  as  a minister  of  the  gospel.  The 
constant  theme  of  his  preaching  was  Jesus 
Christ  in  His  threefold  office  of  prophet, 
priest  and  king.  Never  was  he  more 
effective  and  impressive  in  his  ministi’y 
than  when — associated  with  ministers  of 
other  denominations  during  what  was 
known  as  the  Ulster  Revival  in  1859 — he 
talked  to  crowds  of  sin  stricken  men  of  the 
grace  that  bringeth  salvation,  and  the 
blood  which  cleanseth  from  all  sin.  His 
inspiration  was  not  derived  from  the  tomes 
of  learned  Gamaliels,  but  from  the  teach- 
ings of  Him  who  said:  The  words  that  I 

speak  unto  you,  they  are  spirit  and  they 
are  life.”  Every  one  who  had  the  privilege 
of  hearing  his  sermons  on  the  Song  of  Solo- 
mon, selections  from  which  were  published 
a few  years  ago  under  the  title  “ Christ  in 
the  Song,”  will  remember  how  he  lifted  up 
the  beloved  of  his  soul,  and  called  on  his 
hearers  to  close  with  the  offered  mercy  of 
the  Altogether  Lovely,  and  put  the  crown 
of  their  salvation  on  His  head.  While 
others  were  seeking  to  win  popular  favor 
by  talking  on  novel  themes,  he  stood  for 
the  cross  and  crown  of  Christ,  believing 
that  no  moral  agency  on  earth  is  to  be  com- 
pared to  the  preaching  of  these  precious 
truths,  one  and  inseparable.  I have  read 
of  ministers  lamenting,  at  the  close  of  life, 
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the  mistakes  and  blunders  of  their  pastor- 
ates, but  I never  heard  of  any  one  regret- 
ting that  he  had  too  often  led  his  people  to 
Calvary  and  the  mount  that  is  called  Olivet. 

Finally,  the  controlling  force  in  his  life 
was  the  “ blessed  hope.”  1 heard  him  say 
once,  when  at  the  height  of  his  popularity 
in  New  York,  “Nothing  would  give  me 
greater  pleasure,  if  it  were  the  Lord’s  will, 
than  to  lie  down  and  die.”  On  another 
occasion  he  said,  in  reference  to  an  elder 
who  had  been  taken  from  a sister  congre- 
gation, “I  was  thinking,  as  I lay  awake 
last  night,  of  the  pleasure  with  which  he 
would  greet  his  former  pastor,  and  with 
him  behold  the  glory.”  Often  at  funeral 
services  he  would  seek  to  draw  the  atten- 
tion of  the  bereaved  away  from  their  sor- 
row to  the  joy  with  which  the  emancipated 
spirit  had  entered  heaven,  and  there  met 
one  and  another  who  had  gone  before. 
Into  that  joy  he  has  now  entered  himself. 

It  was  this  hope  that  sustained  him  in 
the  many  bereavements  that  shadowed  his 
home.  First,  the  eldest  son  was  taken, 
then  a beloved  daughter,  while  the  family 
were  in  the  very  midst  of  preparation  to 
leave  Ireland  for  this  country,  and  not 
many  months  after  coming  to  America 
another  son,  nineteen  years  of  age,  and 
giving  promise  of  usefulness.  After  the 
lapse  of  a few  years,  he  was  called  to  part 
with  the  wife  of  his  youth,  who  had  long 
been  an  invalid,  but  whose  sufferings  only 
served  to  call  forth  his  lover-like  devoted- 
ness. The  subsequent  and  more  recent  re- 
movals of  two  daughters  in  the  fullness  of 
their  womanhood,  one  of  them  a mother, 
brought  me  closer  to  him  than  ever  before, 
and  gave  me  clearer  views  of  Christ. 
No  one  could  visit  him  'in  that  hour  of 
his  sorrow  without  feeling  that  no  comfort 
could  be  stronger  than  that  which  he  was 
drawing  for  himself  so  eagerly  and  freshly 
and  fully  from  this  one  spring  of  consola- 
tion. He  did  not  talk  of  the  loved  ones 


who  had  gone  away,  but  of  the  truths  that 
cheered  his  heart,  and  you  could  only 
listen. 

'Nowhere  do  we  get  such  clear  visions  of 
the  unseen  world  as  in  the  chamber  of 
death.  To  use  an  old  and  familiar  illustra- 
tion, we  are  like  men  to  whom,  walking 
around  in  the  daylight,  earth  seems  filled 
with  substantial  realities.  As  they  look 
upward  to  the  sky  there  is  nothing  there, 
seemingly,  but  empty  space.  But  when 
night  comes  on  and  its  shadows  fall  around 

them,  all  earthly  things  disappear,  and 
now,  on  looking  up,  they  see  that  what 
once  seemed  empty  space  is  full  of  shining 
worlds.  How  real  they  seem,  and  how 
near,  and  yet,  in  the  glare  of  sunshine,  not 
one  was  visible.  The  removal  of  loved 
ones  does  bring  darkness  into  heart  and 
home,  but  it  is  intended  of  God  to  make 
heaven  more  real.  The  sun  withdraws  its 
shining  that,  looking  up,  we  may  see  the 
unseen,  and  be  brought  more  fully  under 
its  power. 

“ At  death  the  souls  of  believers  are  made 
perfect  in  holiness  and  do  immediately  pass 
into  glory.”  I do  not  mean  to  teach  that 
death  possesses  a sanctifying  power,  as 
many  seem  to  imagine.  They  neglect  the 
means  that  have  been  ordained  to  carry 
forward  the  work  of  sanctification  in  the 
heart,  expecting  that  some  mystic  change 
will  be  wrought  on  their  character  in  the 
last  hour.  There  will  be  a change  effected 

then,  but  it  will  “ not  consist,”  as  one  well 
says,  “ in  making  the  soul  holy,  but  in  snap- 
ping asunder  the  tie  whereby  the  ‘ new 
man  ’ and  the  ‘ old  man  ’ are  now  united  in 
the  believer.  The  flesh,  already  crucified, 
will  perish,  and  the  spirit,  already  sancti- 
fied in  Christ  Jesus,  will  be  forever  free 
from  its  contaminating  power.”  Then  will 
be  answered  the  High-priestly  prayer : 
“ Father,  I will  that  they  whom  Thou  hast 
given  Me  be  with  Me  where  I am,  that 
they  may  behold  My  glory.” 
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— The  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Presby- 
terian Church  will  meet  in  Walton,  N.  Y., 
on  Wednesday,  June  1,  1898,  at  2 p.  m. 
The  missionary  conference  will  be  held  at 
9 a.  m.  the  same  day. 

— The  Secretary  of  the  Foreign  Mission 
Board  will  receive  orders  at  Synod  for 
the  map  of  our  mission  fields  in  Syria, 
Asia  Minor  and  Cyprus.  Any  congrega- 
tion taking  two  copies  can  have  them  at 
cost.  This  reduction  is  made  in  the  hope 
that  there  will  be  one  hung  on  the  walls  of 
every  Sabbath  School  room  in  the  Church, 
and  one  presented  to  every  pastor. 

— We  regret  very  much  that  we  are  un- 
able to  publish,  according  to  promise,  a 
full  sketch  of  the  life  and  labors  of  the 
late  Dr.  James  Kennedy.  After  months  of 
waiting,  we  have  failed  to  obtain  detailed 
information  in  regard  to  his  early  days  and 
early  ministry.  Especially  barren  are  the 
materials  within  reach  of  the  every-day 
facts  and  incidents  that  throw  light  on 
character  and  supply  proof  of  ability  and 
consecration,  and  thus  give  special  charm 
and  value  to  the  biographies  of  distinguished 
men.  We  must,  therefore,  ask  our  readers 
to  accept,  instead  of  the  promised  life- 
story,  the  personal  estimate  of  his  charac- 
ter and  ministry  that  appears  in  this 
number  of  Olive  Trees. 

The  signature  attached  to  the  portrait 
is  taken  from  a letter  written  fifteen  days 
before  his  decease,  and  will  on  this  account 
be  the  more  highly  prized  by  his  friends. 
The  letter  itself  is  very  brief,  covering 
only  two  pages  of  small- sized  note  paper, 
and  is  obviously  a business  communication. 
But  there  is  a sweet  savor  of  divine  things 
about  it  that  recalls  Samuel  Rutherford. 
It  begins  : “ My  dearest  , sister  be- 

loved in  the  Lord  rather  than  any  earthly 


distinction.”  And  then  follow  here  and 
there  such  sentences  as  these : “ I can 
easily  realize  the  exhausting  labors  in 
which  you  so  incessantly  are  engaged  for 
the  work  and  cause  of  our  Master  in 
heaven.  I rejoice,  however,  that  you  have 
not  heart-hardened  under  any  temptation, 
or  abandoned  any  sphere  of  usefulness 
with  which  for  a time  He  had  blessed  you. 
So  ever  press  forward.  ‘My  grace  is  suffi- 
cient, and  my  strength  in  weakness.’  Put 
that  into  the  promises  you  plead,  and  pray- 
ers you  offer,  and  it  will  put  wonderful 
vigor  into  your  attempts.  . . . Oh, 

what  a bed  of  spiritual  comforts  is  there 
in  Isaiah  40  : 25-31,  and  how  invigorating  !” 

In  this  connection,  we  are  instructed  to 
announce  that  arrangements  are  being 
made  to  publish  a little  volume  on  Prayer 
that  Dr.  Kennedy  left  in  manuscriiit  ready 
for  the  press. 

— The  story  of  “The  Little  Brick  Church,” 
published  a month  ago,  has  brought  the 
author  a letter  from  Elder  James  R.  Magee 
of  Topeka,  Kan.,  from  which  we  are  allowed 
to  publish  an  extract : “ Your  lines  on 

‘ The  Little  Brick  Church  ’ brought  back 
my  early  childhood  and  youth.  I have 
lived  over  the  first  twenty-five  years  of  my 
life.  That  was  a very  sacred  spot,  and  one 
to  which  my  mind  often  reverts.  I often  • 
think  what  a struggle  our  family  had  to 
make  to  get  there.  I remember  riding  be- 
hind my  father  on  a horse  for  ten  miles, 
while  my  mother  rode  another  one,  carry- 
ing a babe  in  her  lap  over  that  long  road. 
How  weary  they  must  have  been!  And 
then,  after  my  father  was  taken  from  us, 
mother  would  often  say  to  me  she  hoped  I 
would  live  and  soon  be  able  to  drive  the 
team  to  church  for  her.  But  she  was 
taken  to  join  the  assembly  of  the  first- 
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born,  which  are  written  in  heaven,  before  I 
was  able  to  do  anything  of  that  kind  for 
her.  And  then,  after  her  death,  what  a 
burden  rested  on  the  heads  of  my  older 
sisters,  your  mother,  Mrs.  Williams,  and 
the  others  in  the  order  of  their  birth.  God 
bless  them.  What  an  effort  they  made  to 
be  in  their  places  in  church.  How  precious 
the  Word  of  the  Lord  must  have  been  in 
those  days.  People  do  not  now  go  nine 
or  ten  miles  over  rough  roads  in  lumber 
wagons  to  church.  But  why  should  we 
dwell  on  these  things  ? ” 

— Rev.  S.  J.  Crowe  has  kindly  sent  us  the 
programme  of  a convention  in  favor  of 
Sabbath  observance,  to  be  held  in  the 
Fourth  U.  P.  Church,  Allegheny,  Pa.,  on 
the  3d  and  4th  of  May.  As  this  magazine 
is  only  printed  about  that  time,  it  would 
serve  no  purpose  to  publish  the  subjects 
that  shall  come  up  for  discussion.  The 
design  of  the  brethren  in  holding  such  a 
conference  is  stated  very  clearly  on  the 
fourth  page  of  the  programme: 

“ The  Sabbath  question  in  this  commu- 
nity has  reached  a crisis.  The  question 
now  pressing  for  an  answer  is,  Shall  Our 
Sabbath  Eat/  Be  Converted  Into  a Work 
Bay?  Every  Christian,  every  patriot, 
every  day-laborer  is  interested  in  the  an- 
swer that  will  be  given.  Unless  something 
is  done,  and  done  soon,  we  shall  have  no 
Sabbath,  and  the  workman  will  be  denied 
the  opportunity  alike  of  resting  his  weary 
body  and  cultivating  his  spiritual  nature. 

“ Let  us  show  that  the  Christian  people 
are  alive  to  the  importance  of  this  question, 
and  are  determined  to  preserve  the  Sab- 
bath day  as  a day  of  rest  and  worship. 
Will  pastors  please  announce  to  their  con- 
gregations and  urge  attendance.” 

We  shall  be  glad  to  have  a comprehen- 
sive report  of  this  meeting,  and  also  to  see 
the  papers  on  “ The  Sunday  Newspaper,” 
“ The  Sabbath  and  the  Minister,”  The 
Issue,  Work  Day  or  Rest  Day,”  etc. 


— At  the  close  of  communion  services  a 
member  of  Second  New  York,  residing  in 
Farmington,  Conn.,  handed  the  pastor  a 
$10  gold  piece  towards  the  Mission  el- 
Eman.  At  her  request  no  name  is  given. 

— Olive  Trees  acknowledges  the  receipt 
of  $1.35  from  Mary  Torrence,  of  Denison, 
Kan.,  for  the  missionary  work  in  China. 
In  this  connection,  it  also  reports,  at  the 
request  of  Mr.  Walter  T.  Miller,  the  large 
sum  of  $200  for  the  new  chapel  in  Tak 
Hing  from  the  Oakland  Chinese  Mission, 
through  Mrs.  Rosamond  R.  Johnston. 
This  is  the  first  direct  contribution  for  this 
purpose. 

—In  the  last  issue  of  Olive  Trees  the 
Y.  P.  S.  C.  E.  of  Second  New  York  was 
credited  with  $10  for  a bed  in  Latakia  hos- 
pital. The  amount  received  through  Mr. 
Clifford  Wray,  the  Treasurer,  was  $60. 
The  mistake  was  made  in  transcribing  for 
the  press,  and  was  overlooked  in  reading 
the  proof. 

— Rev.  James  S.  Stewart  and  family 
reached  New  York,  via  Genoa  and  Gib- 
raltar, by  the  S.  S.  Kaiser  Wilhelm  II,  on 
Wednesday,  April  27.  They  were  all  well. 
Their  address  will  be  331  Princeton  Place, 
East  End,  Pittsburg,  Pa. 

— The  present  post  office  addresses  of  our 
missionaries  to  China  are 

Rev.  A.  I.  Robb,  2 Granville  Ave., 

Rev.  Elmer  McBurney,  8 Granville  Ave., 
Kowloon,  Hong  Kong. 

Please  notice  this  change  in  correspond- 
ence. 

— The  date  at  which  subscription  to 
Olive  Trees  expires  is  written  on  the  wrap- 
per. Its  readers  will  please  act  on  this 
notice,  and  save  the  expense  of  sending  a 
formal  statement. 

— Christian  Co-operation  as  Defined  by 
the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church. 

This  is  a pamphlet  of  twenty-eight  8vo. 
pages,  containing  “ one  hundred  extracts 
from  the  Minutes  of  Synod,  etc.,  exhibit- 
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ing  the  position  of  the  Church  on  the  sub- 
ject of  co-operation  with  other  Churches  in 
the  prosecution  of  various  lines  of  Chris- 
tian work.”  These  deliverances  are  ar- 
ranged under  their  appropriate  headings, 
such  as  “ Anti-Slavery  Societies,”  “ Sab- 
bath Associations,”  “The  Movement  Against 
Secret  Societies,”  “ Temperance  Societies,” 
“ National  Reform,”  etc. 

We  heartily  endorse  the  sentiment  of  the 
preface : “ It  seems  to  be  a most  opportune 
time,  in  the  present  circumstances  of  our 
denomination,  to  review  this  long  line  of 
deliverances.  These  closing  years  of  this 
eventful  century  are  bringing  us  face  to 
face  with  demands  for  co-operation  among 
all  the  followers  of  Christ  such  as  the  dif- 
ferent denominations  never  before  have  had 
to  meet.  All  the  forces  hostile  to  Chris- 
tianity are  drawing  closer  together,  and  in 
their  compactness  of  combination  and 
earnestness  and  vigor  of  co-operation  they 
present  a more  formidable  array  than  the 
Christian  Churches  of  America  have  here- 
tofore been  called  upon  to  face.  What  is 
the  duty  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian 
Church  in  this  crisis  ? The  history  of  the 
past  is  one  of  the  lights,  in  subordination 
to  the  pei’fect  light  of  the  divine  Word,  to 
guide  her  in  the  present.  That  history 
should  be  pondered  with  both  gratitude 
and  hopefulness  by  every  intelligent  and 
loyal  Covenanter.  Following  in  the  foot- 
steps traced  out  so  carefully  in  this  com- 
pilation, and  holding  in  changing  circum- 
stances to  immutable  principles,  the 
Reformed  Presbyterian  Church,  though 
small  in  numbers,  will  yet  be  honored  by 
her  glorious  Head  in  accomplishing  much 
toward  the  full  establishment  of  His  King- 
dom on  the  earth.” 

A single  copy  of  this  pamphlet  will  be 
sent,  postpaid,  for  10  cents,  and  12  copies 


for  $1.00,  to  any  address,  by  Dr.  R.  C. 
Wylie,  Station  D,  Pittsburg,  Pa. 

— The  Fleming  H.  Revell  Company, 
New  York,  Chicago  and  Toronto,  has  sent  us 

Apostolic  and  Modern  Missions.  Eev. 
Charles  Martin , A.  M.  Price , $1.00. 

In  eight  chapters,  originally  four  lec- 
tures delivered  at  Princeton  Theological 
Seminary,  the  author  contrasts  the  prin- 
ciples, problems,  methods  and  results  of 
apostolic  missions  with  those  of  modern 
missions.  Except  in  one  particular,  this 
volume  seems  to  us  worthy  of  the  highest 
praise.  But  when  Mr.  Martin  undertakes 
to  refute  the  motto  of  the  student  volun- 
teer movement,  he  touches  a subject  to 
which  he  needs  to  give  more  study.  His  rea- 
soning is  far  from  conclusive.  It  is  amus- 
ing to  hear  a man  insist  that  the  true  aim 
of  missionary  work  is  not  “ the  evangeliza- 
tion of  the  world  in  this  generation,”  be- 
cause “it  is  not  the  aim  cherished  by  the 
great  leaders  of  the  modern  missionary 
movement.”  Perhaps  that  is  not  the  aim 
of  many,  but  it  ought  to  be  the  aim  of  all. 
Nor  is  the  motto  that  he  condemns  in  any 
sense  or  measure  inconsistent  with  the 
great  commission  and  the  practice  of  the 
apostles,  namely,  the  establishment  of 
Christianity,  and  that  means  not  simply 
the  conversion  of  individual  souls,  but  the 
regeneration  of  society  and  a universal 
recognition  of  the  Mediatorial  authority  of 
Jesus  Christ.  Who  will  dare  to  say  that 
it  is  not  possible  for  the  Holy  Spirit  of 
God  to  bring  about  these  grand  results  in 
thirty  three  years  ? 

We  advise  Mr.  Martin,  before  he  dis- 
cusses this  subject  again,  to  put  himself 
into  the  hands  of  some  modern  Aquilla 
and  Priscilla  that  they  may  take  him  and 
expound  to  him  the  way  of  God  more  per- 
fectly. 


Congregations  and  individuals  are  notified  that  the  office  of  “The  Synod  of  the 
Reformed  Presbyterian  Church  of  N.  A.”  has  been  removed  from  708  Penn  Ave.  to  Carnegie 
Building,  Fifth  Ave.,  between  Smithfield  and  Grant  Sts.,  Room  1109,  Pittsburg,  Pa. 
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88  and  90  GOLD  STREET 


NEW  YORK 


W*  IReformeb  Presbyterian  Synob, 


To  delegates  and  visitors  of  the  coming  meeting  of  Synod, 
we  wish  to  say  that  we  will  secure  entertainment  for  all  those 
who  desire  us  to  do  so. 

Rates  at  Hotel:  Heals,  25c.  Rooms,  25c.  a day. 
Rates  at  Private  Homes,  $4.00  a week. 

IVe  also  wish  to  say  that  we  will  be  glad  to  receive  the 
names  of  those  desiring  the  report  of  Synod  as  soon  as  possible. 
The  report  will  be  20c.  a copy. 

THE  FOLLOWING  IS  THE  SCHEDULE  OF  TRAINS : 

Trains  from  New  York  City  arrive  at  Walton  at  2:45  p.  m.  and  11:30  p.  m. 

Trains  from  North  and  West  arrive  at  Walton  at  12:27  noon,  3:45  p.  m. 
and  8:40  p.  m. 


JUNE  1,  1898. 


R.  C.  REED. 


O’NEILL’S, 

Sixth  Avenue,  20th  to  2 1st  Street,  New  York. 
IMPORTERS  AND  RETAILERS. 

PERFECT  SEWING 
MACHINE  FOR  ... 

'J'HE  “O'NEILL”  Sewing;  Machines  are  made  for  us  by  one  of  the 
largest  manufacturers  in  this  country;  they  are  elegantly 
finished  in  Polished  Oak,  and  thoroughly  up-to-date  in  every  part. 

Before  placing-them  on  sale  we  tested  them  in  our  various 
manufacturing  departments  and  found  them  to  be  absolutely 
perfect  in  every  particular. 

They  are  the  simplest  machines  made  to-day,  never  get  out 
of  order,  and  are  always  ready  for  use. 

They  use  a Self-threading  Cylinder  Shuttle,  make  the  double 
“ Lock  Stitch,”  and  have  many  other  advantages  that  the  house- 
wife will  quickly  recognize.  In  addition  to  our  $13.80  machine 
we  have  four  other  styles  of  the  “ O’Neill,1’  ranging  in  price,  from 
$16.80  to  $42.00.  The  difference  lies  in  the  number  of  drawers  and 
the  finish. 

A GUARANTEE  FOR  FIVE  YEARS. 

We  guarantee  all  “O’Neill”  Sewing  Machines,  agreeing  to  duplicate,  free  - 
of  charge,  any  part  that  proves  defective  in  five  years  (shuttles,  needles  and 
bobbins  excepted). 

H.  O’Neill  & Co., s"'  Su 


$13.80. 


